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PREFACE. 


U R eternal welfare is inſeparably connect. 
ed with the belief and experience of the 
truths contain d in the Bible. Tis therefore, the 
indiſpenfible duty of all who enjoy that rich bleſ- 
fg, diligently to attend to its doctrines and pre- 
cepts; as the neglect of it, and the irretrievable 
boſs of their ſouls, are link'd together. *Tis the 
foundation of all ſpiritual knowledge ; a lamp 
unto our feet, and a light unto our paths : A 
light ſhining in a dark place it is juſtly ſtil d, 
For uofully dark and benighted would this world 
be without it ; and ſad is their caſe who deſpiſe 
or neglect it; better will it be with Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the day of judgment than with 
ſuch. The deſign of this treatiſe is to point out a 
few of the bleſſings it contains, and the importance 
and advantage of an intereſt in them ; (princi- 
pally intended for the benefit of young perſons, and 
thoſe who receive favours of this ſort from the 
truly generous ;) in order to promote the ſtudy of 
the word of God, to the negle& of which, isowing, 


tbat ignorance and wickedneſs we find among 
Us. 


tt 


a R E F A S E. 


= 


7 t will not be oxpefted that in S fore a trea- 
tiſe I ſhould enlarge on the creation of the world, 
the deluge, the hiſtory and chronology of the Bible; 
my deſign is only to take a view of thoſe moſt glo- 
rious and important parts, which is the principal 
defign of revelation 20 make known, and in which 
every other part centers; viz. Our recovery from 
the ruins of the apoſtacy, the reſtoration of the 


divine Image on our ſouls, and the everlaſiing 
15 men, of the bleſſed God. 


I Haves in ſeveral places collected 2 parts o f 
the Scriptures as are adapted 10 the ſubjef, in 
hopes that the Divine Spirit who indited them, 
would attend his own word with a divine energy 
zo the hearts of ſome of my readers ; and on his 
aid depends the ſucceſs. I rather choſe this me- 
thod, as no arguments can be /o forcible as thoſe 
which bring the credentials of heaven for their 
ſupport, and bear Fs im "I | 


WouLD r 2 the 8 res, without 
pre judice, and with a fincere defire of profiting 
by it's contents, there is nothing ſo great, or good, 
but might be expected thro the divine bleſſing, as 
the reſult of it : and till this is in ſome good de- 
Ser the caſe, errors, innovations, and evil prac- 

| 4 tices, 


F 
tices, muſt be expected, as the conſequence of fol- 


lowing their um imaginations. 


Man, without revelation, rays in a bewild- 
er d path, without a guide, and is continually 
liable to be miſſed : and no wonder if they who are 
not directed by this unerring rule, differ in their 
ſentiments, as they do in their faces: with what 
pleaſure then muſt a fincere mind, who, after he 
has gone round the circle of finite knowledge, and 
created enjoyments, in purſuit of ſubſtantial bap- 
pineſs, (where he who ſeeks it is ever diſappointed, )} 
receive the Sacred Oracles, convinc'd of their ſu- 
preme excellency, and divine original] 
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Cs NEAT 


S. 0 K oY 


W H E RE is no hiſtory fo antient as the Bible, nee 
is there any ſo excellent. How dark and fabulous 
is every other account of the origin of nature! and 
no wonder, as none but the great Author himſelf 
can poſſibly acquaint us with it: Mbere waſt thou 
when I Jaid the foundations of the earth? Job 38. 4.—It begins 
with our creation, and by gradual advances, diſplays the wonders 
of Divine Providence, as well as the riches of Divine Grace, till 
it reaches thro* to the eternal world. Its parts are fo many, 
its beauties and glories ſo numerous,“ that ſo far from 
being able to recount or ſurvey them all in a ſhort treatiſe, tis 
eternity only can fully open its inyaluable treaſures, 


SECT. 
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121 
e. 
The Origin, and Fall of Man. 


IVINE REVELATION, Which only can acquaint us with 
D our origin, aſſerts the dignity of human nature in its 


innocent and happy ſtate : aſſures us that man was created in 


his Maker's Image; holineſs was ſtamp'd on his ſoul; was 
favour'd with communion and intercourſe with him, and 
form'd for the inexpreſſible delights of the heavenly world, 
in the full enjoyment of him. But how is the fine gold 
changed ! what an alteration appears when we ſurvey his preſent 
condition! He is at enmity with God his Creator, and kind 


benefactor, (Oh awful thought!) Pride, the ſin of the apoſtate 


angels, has got ſtrong poſſeſſion of him, he ſays to the Almighty, 
depart from me; 1 deſire not the Knowledge of thy ways. The 
Divine Image, that was on his ſoul, is detac'd ; his rationality, 
and all his boaſted powers, which ought to be devoted to the 
ſervice of him who gave them, are employ'd in mean periſh- 
ing delights, and even againſt his Creator : and in this apoſtacy 
is every individual-of th: human ſpecies involv'd. Hþo can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? Job xiv. 4. 


Bur, bleſſed be God we are not to ſtop here; tho? it is a 
deplorable condition, *tis not an irremediable one, And 
now, O Soul, as there is hope concerning thee, ſuppoſe Gop 
before the revelation of his Son, had given thee liberty to make 
thy own terms, could*ſt thou have aſk'd any thing equal to 
what he has given ? No ſurely ; The contrivance of thy 
ſalvation, requires, [afinize Wiſdom and Infinite Love. 


SECT. 


— 


* The following Scriptures afford us a plain deſcription of the ſad effects 
of our Apoſtacy, P/. li. 5. Shapen in iniquity. Eph. ii. 3. By nature 
children = wrath. Nom. iii 10, 18. There is none righteous. 1 Cor. xv. 22. 
In Adam all die. 2 Pet. ii. 19. Servants of corruption. 1 Tit. 1. 15. The 
mind and conſcience defiled. Fer. iii. 17. Evil heart. Exel. xi. 19 Stony 
heart. Epb. iv. 18. Alienated from the life of God. wer. 22. The old man 
which is corrupt. Mart. vii. 21, 22. Out of the heart of man proceed evil 
thoughts, & Ger. vi 5. Evil Imaginations. Mark. iii. 5. Blindneſs of 


heart. Eph. ii. 1. Dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. 


[3] 
F 
The Method of the Sinner's Recovery. 


TAND amaz'd, O my ſoul! and ſay with the Prophet, 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, ſaith the Lord. For as the heavens are big ber than 
the earth, ſo are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts*, This Love infinitely exceeds the bounds 
of our moſt exalted conceptions.—Here's indeed good tidings of 
great Joy; To us a Saviour is born, To us a Son is given; and 
he no leſs than the So of Gop, the brightneſs of his Father's 
Glory, and expreſs Image of his perſon. Wonderful, Councellor, 
The MIGHTY GOD, The everlaſting Father, and Prince of + 
peace; and he is become JEHOVAH our righteouſneſs?,— 
He condeſcended to take our nature upon him, with all its 
ſinleſs infirmities, and is not aſbam' d even to call us bis brethren. 
We have not an High Prieſt which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without fin®, As the high prieſt under the /aw 
was anointed with holy oil, (an emblem of the Divine Spirit,) 
ſo our great High Prieſt was anointed with the Holy Gbeſte, 
to quality him tor his Office and arduous undertaking. 


IT ought ſurely to melt the hardeſt heart who reads the de- 
ſcription ot his ſufferings in the word of God; He was brought 
as a lamb to the ſlaughter. He ſuffer'd the Juſt for the unjuſt 
that be might bring us to God. Tho* be was rich, yet for our 
SAKES he became poor, that we thro* his poverty might be rich. 
Was buffeted, reviled, ſpit upon, ſcourged, number d with tranſ- 
greſſors, and poured out his ſoul unto deaths. — But this is not 
all; his ſoul ſufferings were by far the moſt ſevere: there was 
the wrath of an offended God, due to ſinners, which he mult 
bear as their Surety, A weight! that we mult all have ſunk 
under! and had he not been G OD as well as Man, could not 
have ſupported it; but his Divine Nature aſſiſted the Huma- 
nity to undergo thele Sufferings. What agonies did he feel 
in the Garden, when his ſweat was as it were great drops of 
blood”! What diſtreſs of Soul! when he cried on the croſs, 

M5 My 


r * Heb. ir. ag. 4 Heb 8. 
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[4] 
My God, My God, why haſt thou forſaken me? And what 
greater proof can we have of the Soul-Sufferings of our Lord, 
than his agonies give us: *tis plain he had ſomething much 
greater to bear, than the ſeparation of ſoul and body, as 
Martyrs have even met death with a ſmile, and triumph'd in 
flames. Behold the Man, who endured the Croſs and de- 
<* ſpiſed the Shame; look and love, wonder and mourn!” 


„ CarisT here aboliſhed the ceremonial law. There was 
* no farther occaſion for the types of beaſts, nor for the 
e typical actions of ſlaying and ſacrificing them: he here rea- 
& 1iz'd thoſe types. The fire and ſword were ſatisfied ; and 
< the fire on the altar was extinct. The ſword was ſheath'd 
& in his blood, the fire of. God's wrath enter'd his foul ; and 
& believers, are no longer to eat the typical paſſover, but to 
feed by faith, on that bread which came down from heaven *, 
that bread and wine, which is the ſupport of our ſouls here, 
and will be the ſupport of our ſouls, and ſpiritual bodies here- 
after.“ As the corn, which makes the bread that ſupports our 
natural bodies, muſt be ground or bruiſed, and endure the fire, 
before it becomes bread z ſo our ſpiritual food muſt undergo the 
ſame, before it could yield us any nouriſhment. Vboſo eateth my 
fleſh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and I will raiſe 
him up at the laſt dayi. | 


CuRIST here finiſb'd the work his Father had given him to do. 
A work! on which depends the eternal ſalvation and happineſs 
of the human race ;—On which, was built the faith and hope 
of all good men before its completion, and has employ'd the 
tongues of ſaints ever ſince :—A work, that ought continually 
to be the Joy and wonder of our ſouls now, and the celebration 
of which will be our everlaſting employment. And our great 
High Prieſt is now gone with his own blood into heaven itſelf, 
(of which the Holy of Holies was a repreſentation,) Hau 
obtained eternal redemption for us". And as the high prieit 


bore the names of the children of Iſrael in the breaſt-plate on his 


heart, before the Lord", ſa our High Prieſt bears our names 
really on his heart, in his [ntercefſion for us; and they are ſaid 
to be graven on the palms of his hands* : and we are by his ſut- 


ferings and mediation, reſtor'd to all our fortcited privileges, 


and are hereby laid under eternal bonds of gratitude and love. 
| Infer- 
i Mark xv. 34. * John vi. 41. 1 John vi. 54. W Heb. ix. 12. 


a Exod, xxviii. 29. © Hai. xlix. 16. 


151 


2 | — 5 9 


91. Tais merz the evil there is in Sin, that nothing leſs 
than the Blood of Chriſt can cleanſe us from it: And the 


juſtice of God demands, that either the inner, or his ee 


oy the weight of 1 it. 


2. Tax atonement of Chrif turns all the perſections of God 


to the advantage and comfort of the believer. His holineſs 
and juſtice, which are terrible attributes to the ſinner, are the 
confllirion and joy of the chriſtian ; on theſe are grounded his 
faith in the promiſes, for they” are all yea and amen in Chriſt 


Feſusr 


. RemMemsBEn, this ſalvation was provided and wrought 
out by God himſelf. He trod the wine-preſs alone®. Believers 
are redeemed ones, and *tis an evidence that we are ſuch, if 
ye are prepar'd to join in that ſong of praiſe, Rev. i. 5, 6. 


Unto him that loved us, and waſped 15 from our ſins in his own 


blood. 


4. Tua Jeſus Chriſt is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, 
that come unto God by him* ; and as willing as he is able. Come 
unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you reſt*. Him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out *. 


5. Dox'T let the number or aggravations of thy ſins drive 
thee from Chriſt : be they ever ſo many, or great, his blood 
can cleanſe thee from them. The blood of Feſus Chriſt his Son 
cleanſeth us from all fin", And tho' fin has abounded, grace 
has much more abounded”, The forgiveneſs of the vileſt ſinners 
is left on record to prevent deſpair, Thoſe that are righteous 
in their own eyes, (and remain ſo,) are not the perſons he 
came to ſave. I am not come to call the righteous, but ſinners ts 
repentance*, 


6. WHATEVER our wants or difficulties are, there's enough 


in Chriſt to ſupply and relieve them. In him dwelleth all the 


fulneſs of the Cedbead bodily”, « or eee 


| | " 
"P2Cor.i. 20. 2 Ifai. Ixili. * r Heb. vii. 23. Matt. xi. 28. 
t John vi. 37. u 1 John i. 7. Rom. v. 20. x Matt. ix. 13. 


Coloſs. ii. 9. 


1 — - 
—— * — . 962 — 


5 . 
— 5 93 - — — — r < — — - - — 
Fo Ew — ot An — — > Sn A r K „ K 3x 


— 
- > 


— — 
* ——— — 1 
——— 


[6] 


7. As ever you expect to conquer fin, and get the victory 
over your ſpiritual enemies, never ſet about it in your own 
Rrength. Without me ye can do nothing. Look up daily to 
him, whoſe. grace is ſufficient for thee, and has promiſed, as. 
thy days, ſo ſhall thy ftrength bei.. We cannot live upon 
grace received; for conſtant ſupplies of ſpiritual food from 
Cbriſt, are as neceſſary for the health and vigour of our ſouls, 
as natural food is for our bodies. | 


8. How vain is the confidence of thoſe, who truſt in any 
thing ſhort of Chriſt tor eternal ſalvation ! Some are apt to 
imagine, that becauſe they belong to a particular ſect of cbri- 
ſtians, (that molt likely in which they have been educared,) 
they ſhall certainly be ſaved. But this is not the queſtion that 
will be aſk' d thee at the great tribunal : if the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt is found upon thee, thou wilt be ſaved in any; but if 
not, No name thou art diſtinguiſh'd by among men, can 
avail thee any thing. 


SG TM 


The bleſſed Effects of the Redeemer's Sufferings, 
| and Obedience. 


iſt. gFusTIFICaTION. © Which is an abſolution from 
| J « guilt, and freedom from condemnation. — Be- 
4c hold here the ſweet harmony of the divine attributes, in 
e juſtifying and pardoning the believer | One attribute is 
e not raiſed upon the ruin of another, but juſtice and mercy 
<« both triumph, and ſhine with equal ſplendor. Oh glori- 
© ous and all wiſe contrivance | whereby God made ſuffici- 
<« ent proviſion for the reparation of his honour, for the vin- 
% dication of his holineſs, and at the ſame time for the con- 
<« ſolation and eternal ſalvation of all repenting and believing 
„ ſinners.” | | 

} | 
2. ApoPpTIONn. That is taking a perſon into the relation 
of a Son, who was not ſo by nature. By reaſon of our apo- 
ſtacy we are ſtrangers, aliens, &c. and none are reſtored to 
this glorious privilege but by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, For ye 
<4 are 


* 


— 
* 


— 


: John xv. 5. Deut. xxxiii. 25. 


; (7] 
are all the children of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus : Gal. it 
26. and Chriſt inveſts every believer, weak as well as ſt 
c in the bleſſed privilege of adoption. Chriſt of a Son be» 
te came a ſervant, that we of ſlaves might become ſons.” 


3. SANCTIFICATION, Is making perſons holy, who were 
impure and defiPd before: tis waſhing away the filth of fin 
(And ſuch were ſome of you ; but ye are waſhed, but ye are 
ſanctiſied, but ye are juſtified in the neme of the Lord Jeſus, 
and by the ſpirit of our Ged. 1 Cor. vi. 11.) of which the 
waſhings in the ceremonial law were typical. *Tis maki 
us meet for the heavenly inheritance ; without holineſs no man 
Hall ſee the Lordo. Nothing ſhall enter the new Jeruſalem 
f that diſturbs or defiles. Sanctification is a progreſſive 
work ; *tis begun in regeneration, but will not be perfected 
till we arrive at the heavenly world. Sin, tho' it has receiv*d 
its mortal wound in every believer, dies a lingring death, | 
will often diſturb him, and never leave him, till the A- Jenaafy 
tion of ſoul and body. 755 „ | 


| Inferences. | Be 

1, Txt chriſtian religion makes its way to the heart. 
It not only inveſts every believer in the moſt 'glorious 
privileges, but, *tis alſo a transforming religion; it re- 
news all the powers of our ſouls, and in ſome degree re- 
inſtamps the divine Image on them. A religion lefs powerful 
could never make us partakers of a divine nature, which is an 

! eſſential qualification for our-advancement to glory. And what 
is the exceeding greatneſs of his power to us-ward who believe. 
Eph. i. 19. mm 


2. Ir is the office of the Holy Spirit, the third-perſon in 
the glorious Trinity, to apply the bleſſings of the Redtemer's 
purchaſe. Without this application Chrift had died in vain ; 
for we are naturally ſo wedded to our fins, and fond of this 
world, that all the excellencies which are in Cöbriſt, both in 
his perſon and offices, will never make way to our hearts, 
till the Divine Spirit convinces of fin, and ſhews us our need of 
a Saviour. And *tis the ſame Divine Agent, that carries on 
the work in our ſouls, againſt all the oppoſition of ſatan, and 
our own corruptions, *Tis he opens our blind eyes, unſtops 

| our 


n 


* Exod, xxix. 4 Heb xi. 14. Prov. xxili. 26. 


[8] 
our deaf ears; ſoftens our hard hearts, and opens them to re · 
ceive the Saviour: tis he unfolds the covenant of grace, cars 
ries on the work of Janttification, and ſeals us to the day of re- 
demption. | con 9H 


3. As all our knowledge and experience in divine 
things is owing intirely, to the influences of the Divine Spi- 
rit upon our hearts, how earneſt ſhould we be with God, that 
he would afford us this invaluable bleſſing ! and for our en- 
couragement we are aſſured that he will give the Holy Spirit 
to them that aſt him. If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children : how much more ſhall your bea- 
venly Father give the holy Spirit 10 ben that _ him ? Luke 
xi. i 40S 


a . 
4 ſhort 2 ie of the Chriſtian Ethicks, or M 1 
Doctrine which the Bible affords. 


METS aeo>!. n 
with all thy d and with all thy ſoul, and * all 
thy mind. =” | 


Yer. 39. Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf, 


Pſ/. ci. 5. Whoſo privily ſlandereth his neighbour; him 
will I cut of: him that hath an high look, and a proud n 
will J not ſuffer. 


Matth. v. 44. Love your enemies, bleſs them ht curſe 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray tor ther which 
dap fal uſe you, and perſecute you. 


Matth. vii. 12. Therefore all things whatſoever ye would 
that men ſhould do to you, do ye even fo to them. 


Matth. xviii. 21, 22. Then came Peter to him, * ſaid, 
Lord, how oft ſhall my brother ſin againſt me, and I forgive 
him : ? till ſeven times? Jeſus ſaith unto him, I ſay not unto 
thee, until ſeven times: but, until ſeventy times ſcven. 


5 | . Matth. 


V b.C 6 Ge em . . 


| ern 


TT Qa 
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 Matth. vii. 1. Judge not, that ye be not judged. 


* Matth. xviii. 4: Whoſoever therefore ſhall humble him- 
Telf as this little child, the ſame is greateſt in the kingdom of 
heaven. | 


Matib. v. 48. Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Fa- 
ther which is in heaven is perfect. 


Rom. xi. 19, &c. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourſelves, 
but rather give place unto wrath : for it is written, vengeance 
is mine; I will repay, faith the Lord. Therefore if thine 
enemy hunger, feed him, if he thirſt, give him drink; for 
in ſo dding thou ſhalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. | 


Rom. xii. 18. If it be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men. | 


Gal. v. 22, 23. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace; 
long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, and 
temperance. | 


Gal. vi. 7. Be not deceived ; God is not mocked : for 
whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. 


1 Theſſ. v. 22. Abſtain from all appearance of evil. 
"Fames i. 22. Be ye doers of the word, and not. hearets 


only, deceiving your own ſelves. 


. © Heb. xiii. 16. To do good, and to communicate, forget 
not: for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. 


Wt. /, 5 ; 
James iii. 17. The wiſdom that is from above is firſt pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocriſy. 


1 John iv. 20. If a man ſay, I love God, and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar, 1 


21. This commandment have we from him, that he who 
loveth God, love his brother alſo. 3 
| E \, Phil, 
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Phil. iv. 8. Finally, brethren, whatſoever things are true, 

- whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, 

. whatſoever» things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, 

whatſoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, 
and if 7bere be any praiſe, think on theſe things. 


Inferences. 


1. Tuvus we ſee, that though the ſinner is pardoned by 
the free unmerited grace of God, through Chriſt, nothing 
can be more forcible than the commands and exhortations even 
to conſummate purity : ſo far as *tis attainable in the preſent 
life. Precepts, that if regarded, Rapine, Tyranny, and thoſe 
cruel devaſtations that are made in the world, by the lawleſs 
rage of uncontrouled paſſion, would give way to Juſtice, 
Mercy, and all the happy fruits of righteouſneſs. Inſtead of 
thoſe acts of violence, injuſtice, prophaneneſs, and immora- 
lity, with all the long train of evils, which in has introduced, 
and which we are daily witneſſes of, the contrary happy tem- 
pers woyld prevail, and the world would be reſtored, in ſome 
good degree, to its original conſtitution. The wilful-tranf- 
greſſor, however ſanguine his hopes may be of an intereſt in 
the privileges of the Goſpel, has neither part, or lot, in this 
matter. A Lamb may fall into the mire, but none except 
& ſwine will wallow in it.“ Chriſt came to ſave is from our 
fins, not to ſave us in them. | 


2. Tno' in many things the chriſtian falls ſhort of his 
duty, and too often tranſgreſſes the bounds of theſe pure 
and divine precepts, yet, it is the deſire of his ſoul, to have 
them engraven on his heart, and his life and converſation a 
Perfect tranſcript of them: when he falls ſhort, he laments 
it, and can't be ſatisfied till the breach is made up between 
him and his God, through the blood of Jeſus. And after his 
moſt diligent obſervance of theſe divine precepts, he'll ac- 
knowledge himſelf an unprofitable ſervant; and will by no 
means think his imperfect obedience, ſufficient to juſtify him 
in the fight of God : but, as a conformity to theſe. happy 
tempers is the prevailing bent of his ſoul, ſo, he looks on 
them as evidences of the ſincerity of his faith in Chriſt ; as 
that which is of the right kind, ever purifies the heart. 
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The Bible contains awful  Denunciations againſt 
1 and Warning to) the Sinner. 


P 41. ix. 17. The wicked ſhall be curned into hell 
and all — nations that forget God. 


0 


2 Pet. ii. 4, 3, 6. If God 3 not the angels that ſin- 
ned, but caſt tbem down to hell, and delivered hem into 
chains of darkneſs, to be reſerved unto judgment; and ſpared; 
not the old world, but ſaved Noah, the eighth perſon, a. 
preacher of righteouſneſs, bringing in the flood upon the world 
of the ungodly ; and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah into aſhes, condemned them with an overthrow, Makin 


them an enſample unto thoſe that after ſhould live un- 
godly. 


Prov. i. 24, 27. I have called, and ye refuſed, 18 
ſtretched out my hand, and no man regarded; but ye have 
ſet at nought all my counſel, and would none of my reproof : | 
I alſo will laugh ar your calamity, I will mock when your 
fear cometh ; when your fear cometh as deſolation, and your 
deſtruction boneth as a whirlwind ; when diſtreſs and anguiſh 


cometh upon you. 0 


Rom. ii. 4, 5. Or deſpiſeſt thou the niches of his goods 
neſs, and forbearance, and long - ſuffering; not knowing that 
the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repentance? But after 
thy hardneſs and impenitent heart, treaſureſt up unto thyſelf 
wrath againſt the day of wrath, and revelation of the righ- 
teous judgment of God. 


1 Cir: vi. g. Know ye not that * unrighteous: ſhall 
not inherit the kingdom of God? mne 


Job xx. 5. The triumphing of the wicked i is SO and 
the ; joy of the hypocrite bur for a moment. 


Job xi. 20. The eyes 61 the wicked Nall fail, and they 


ſhall not eſcape, and their hope Hall 5 6 ths giving up of the 
ghoſt, N72 Pal. 


En 
P/al. xxxvii. 28. For the Lord loveth judgment, and for- 


ſaketh not his ſaints, they are . for ever: but the {ee 
of the wicked ſhall be cut off. 


Prov. iii. 33. The curſe of the Lord is in the houſe of che 
—_— but he bleſſeth the habitation of the juſt. 


Prov. iv. 14. Enter not inta ebe path of the wicked, and 
go! not in the way of evil men. 


Prov. v. 3, 4, 5. The lips of a ſtrange woman drop as 
an honey-comb, and her mouth is ſmoother than oil. But her 
end is bitter as wormwood, ſharp as a two-edged ſword. Her 
feet go down to death : her ſteps take hold on bell. 


Fer. x. 10. The Lord is the true God; by is the Jivi 
Gol, and an everlaſting king: at his wrath the earth ſhal 


tremble, and the nations ſhall not be able to abide his indigna- 
tion. 


Rev. . 13, 16. And I ſaw the dead, ſmall and cy 
ſtand before God; and the books were opened : and ano» 


ther book was opened, which is the book of life: and the 
dead were judged out of thoſe things which were written in 
the books, according to their works +. And the ſea gave up 
the dead which were in it ; and death and hell delivered up 
the dead which were in them : And they were judged every 
man according to their works. And death and hell were 
caſt into the lake of fire: This is the ſecond death. And 


whoſoever was not found written in the book of life, was caſt 
into the lake of fire. 


Addreſs to the Sinner. 


Cax's v thou read theſe ſcriptures, O Sinner, and remain un- 
concerned ? Would'ſt thou be ſo, if ruin was 0 over 


thy 
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+ Matt. 25. 14. 31. * How mould the conſideration. of this promote 
our diligence in the improvement of the talents God has entruſted vs with ! 
and after all, who would dare to venture the deciſion of this impartial tribu- 
nal, on the foot of his own imperfe&t obedience ? Let us, from a ſenſe of 


our own failures and imperfections, look to Chriſt for a righteouſneſs which 
n bear the ſcrutiny of heaven. ' : 


131 
thy temporal concerns? Haſt thou not had repeated convic- 
tions that thy condition is unſafe? Thou haſt a monitor with- 
in thee that aſſures thee ſo, if thou haſt not hardened and 
blinded it; and yet thou doſt wilfully go on in a courſe of fin. 
Thou art not only joining with Adam in his apoltacy from God, 
but, art in ſome meaſure falling a ſecond time, and aggravat- 


ing thy condemnation, by neglecting or refuſing the Saviour, 


which God has appointed to deliver us from the curſe of his 
broken law. How ſoall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great ſal- 
vation? f 


Tux frequent loſs of thy friends and acquaintance, inform 
thee, that before long it will be thy time to exchange worlds; 
and ſuppoſe God ſhould ſay concerning thee, as he did of Ha- 
naniab the prophet, Jer. 28. 16. 1 year thou ſpall die: 
Or to the rich man in the Goſpel, Thou fool, this night thy 
foul ſhall be required of tbee: Luke xii. 20. what account art 
thou prepar'd to give at Gop's TRIBUNAL ? Art thou not in 
debt ten thouſand talents»? Reflect on thy paſt and preſent 
mercies : who gave thee Beins. and all the rich variety of 
bleſſings thou enjoyeſt? However remote the channels thro? 
which thou receiveſt thy comforts may ſeem, they may eaſily 
be trac'd up to the Fountain of life and happinels : and at the 
ſame time thou reflecteſt on thy mercies, reflect on the returns 
thou haſt made. Hear, O heavens, and give car, O earth: 
for the Lord bath ſpoken; 1 have nouriſhed and brought up chil- 
dren, and they have rebelled againſt me. Iſai. i. 2. Ingratitude, 
is looked upon by men as one of the blackeſt crimes ; and it 
our fellow creatures have a right to our love and regard, in 
conſequence of their kind offices, how much more has the 
bleſſed God? *Tis for our own benefit that God is fo graci- 
ouſly importunate with us to obtain his favour ; If thou be 
righteous, what giveſt thou him? or what receiveth he of thine 
band? Thy wickedneſs may hurt à man as thou art, and thy 
rigbteaufneſs may profit the ſon of man. Perhaps you ima- 
gine, religion to be a melancholy thing, and that you'll be rob- 
bed of every pleaſure if you embrace it; bur, *tis then you'll 
begin to know what true pleaſure is. Wiſdom's ways are 
ways of pleaſanineſs, and all her paths are peace, Prov. iii. 17. 
Thou wilt exchange the falſe named pleaſures of fin, for plea- 
ſures that are noble, ſatisfying, and eternal. None have — 
cauſe 
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cauſe for joy but the chriſtian, and his are unſpeatable and full 
of glory. 1 Pet. i. 8. The pleaſures of ſenſe are precari- 
% ous, uncertain, and periſhing;“ but theſe are abiding, and 
can never be loſt, ** Believers carry their. happineſs about 
ec them, they carry it within themſelves z the world cannot 
rob them of it, and God will not. And your joy no man 
taketh from you. John xvi. 22. But the joy of the ſinner is 


folly : Shame, Diſquiet, Diſeaſe, and eternal Death, are the 


fruits of the ſioner's Joys; but thoſe of the chriſtian are rati- 
onal and ſublime; they proceed from heaven, and will be per- 
fected in it. | 5 


| | Objeftion.. | obs Lacs 
* You exhort us to repent and believe, and at the fame 


<* time tell us *tis not in our own power, but that faith 
« 1s the gift of God.“ 5 Ins” 


Anſwer. | 


*T1s certainly true, that repentance towards God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (graces: eſſential to the 
chriſtian character) are the gift of God: nothing leſs than 
Almighty power can infuſe a principle of ſpiritual life into a 
ſoul dead in fin : but in order to anſwer the objection, I would 
aſk this queſtion, viz. The bleſſing of God being abſolutely 
neceſſary to the ſucceſs of our temporal concerns, whether a ra- 
tional creature has a right to expect it without the diligent uſe 
of means? This is God's appointed way, in which he diſtri- 
butes both temporal and ſpiritual bleſſings; and is exemplified 


in the directions our Lord gave the fen Lepers, Luke xvii. 


12, 14. who met with the deſir'd bleſſing in the way of their 
duty; and is left on record, as a direction for us to follow their 
example. So it is in the uſe of means, the Divine Spirit in- 
creaſes his graces in the ſouls of believers. Aſk the chriſtian, 
and he'll inform you concerning the gradual work of divine 
grace on his ſoul. The work of grace in the heart, is compared 
to a grain of muſtard-ſeed, ** which though very ſmall when 
% ſown, afterwards increaſes 'to a large tree: Luke xiii. 19. 
„So grace in the heart, which is at firſt ſo very ſmall as to 
ce be hardly perceivable, will gradually increaſe and flouriſh, 
till it be perfected in heaven.” ——Now ſinner, what are 
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Sz 


the means and mercies thou enjoyeſt? I'll only take notice of 
bowing tr oye be 


I. Trov haft a Divine Revelation, which is contain'd in the 
Bible; to guide thy ſteps in the way of peace; and is able to 


make thee wiſe unto ſalvation, thro faith which is in Chriſt Feſus. 
2 Tim. iii. 15. q E 457 

2. Thou Enjoyeſt Sabbaths; which are the ſtated ſeaſons of 
publick worſhip ; where the word of God is explain'd by 
Faithful men, who are anxious for the welfare of your ſouls, 
and whoſe prayers to God are, that you may be ſaved, 


3. Tae Mercies and Enjoyments of the preſent Life; which 
thou haſt in a greater or leſſer degree, as God has been pleas'd 
to diſtribute to thee. 


Lr us enquire what are thy improvements under theſe rich 
advantages; and in order to judge of this, aſk thyſelf the fol- 
lowing queſtions. Let us begin with the firſt of thy privi- 


leges, viz. 


THov haſt the Bible. What uſe doſt thou make of this ? 
doſt thou read it with diligence care and attention, or is it a 
neglected book? If thou waſt going a long Journey or Voyage, 


thou would*ſt certainly conſult a map of the country, or make 


diligent inquiry concerning the way, the dangers, and accom- 


modations, and make ſuitable proviſion : art thou as careful 


to do fo in thy Journey to the eternal world? 


"Troy Enjoyeſt Sabbaths. Doſt thou conſtantly attend 


divine worſhip, with a ſincere deſire of being profited thereby ? 
or is it only to pleaſe the ear, or ſome other trifling motive? 


Doſt thou conſult the word of God, in order to be acquainted 


with the duties incumbent on thee on the Lord*s-day, both 
publick and private, or is it a day thou devoteſt to carnal 
pleaſure? Is it thy deſire to worſbip Ged in Spirit and in Truth, 


or art thou ſatisfied with the meer external performance of 


religious duties? 


Tur Mercies and Enjoyments of the preſent Life. Are 
theſe laid out and improv'd for the glory of —— 
"5.5 =? "Habib 
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4 good of thy fellow-creatures ? or art thou ſo inconſiderate and 

1 tooliſh, as to devote the time and Talents God has entruſted thee 

1 with, to ſinful and ſenſual pleaſures; notwithſtanding thy 

[ eternal ſtate is to be determined by the mage thy ſoul. bears 
when thou leaveſt this world? Either thou wilt be renew 
after the Image of Chriſt, or elſe, by having ſtrengthened th 
finful habits of thy corrupt nature, thou wilt wear the Image 

4 of Satan, Let me add another Queſtion. | "OY 


DosT thou Pray? There can be no ſpiritual principle in 
that ſoul who is a ſtranger to this duty. And if thou doſt pray, 
art thou concerned for an anſwer to thy prayers ? or doſt thou 
ſatisfy thy conſcience with the meer external part of this duty, 
and never think more of what thou haſt prayed for? This is to 
mock God, But if thou art truly concerned for the welfare of 
thy ſoul, thy prayers will be ſimilar to Jacob's refolution, viz. 


Iwill not let thee go, except thou bleſs me. Gen. xxxii. 26. 


Ir thy conſcience informs thee that the darkeſt fide of theſe 
Queſtions belongs to thee, ſad is thy preſent condition; and if 
thou ſtill goeſt on in the practice of ſin, till death overtake 
thee, thou'rt loſt for ever.—But if the brighteſt ſide of them 
be the prevailing bent of thy ſoul, tis a good indication that 
the Spirit of God has been at work upon thy heart: thy face is 
F ſet towards Zion, and for thy encouragement read over theſe | 
x | portions of Scripture :. Theſe are ſome of the things which 
'* belong to the chriſtian character, but he'll by no means ſtop 
here; this would leave him far ſhort of heaven: nothing lels 
than faith in the atonement and righteouſneſs of Chrift can give 
the ſoul a title to eternal life, as the following part of this 
Section will inform you. Pet La, lee 


| THERE are others, who could almoſt be perſwaded to purt 
5 with their ſins, and give up every thing which is an obſtacle in 
their way to heaven, except their own righteouſneſs: but can 
by no means be prevailed on to part with that, in point of 
1 dependance. Their Alms, Abſtinences, and moral Virtues, 
maake the ladder by which they muſt reach heaven. — Moral 
| Virtues, are no doubt very ornamental, and make the poſſeſſors 
1 valuable members of Society; but, let us not lay a greater 
i# | The weight 
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eight on them than they can poſſibly ſupport; This would 
be to build on the Sand, and fly in the face of the divine ap: 
pointment, Tis as if a poor ſtarving creature was to apply to 
his friend for relief, but rather than not have it in his own way, 
hell periſn.— The garments of your righteouſneſs are filthy 
rags, i and you mult go to Chriſt for better, or be found naked. 
Thou ſayeſt, I am rich, and increaſed with goods, and have need 
of nothing ;, and knoweſt not that thou art wretched, and miſera- 
ble, and poor, and blind, and naked. I counſet thee to buy of me 
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt be rich; and white raiment, 
that thou mayeſt be cloathed, and that the ſhame of thy nakedueſs 
do not appear. Rev. iti. 17, 18. | 


TH:Rz is but one Phyfcian of Value, and if you apply to 
any thing for healing, but what he has preſcribed, you are 
neglecting the only means by which your inveterate diſeaſe can 
be cured. There's but one Fountain opened for Sin, and un- 
leſs thou art waſh'd there, thy fins remain with thee: how- 
ever they may be gloſs'd over by partial reformation, God, 
who fearches the heart, will one day bring them to light ; and 
if thou refuſeſt the method Divine Wiſdom has appointed to 
cleanſe thee from them, *twill be a dreadful day to thee. Sad 
it is that our depravation teaches us to quarrel with or con- 
*< teſt the grace we need. If none of this grace had been pro- 
„ vided, we muſt have lived and died in our fins: and now 
& it is provided and declared, we are loth to admit it; as be- 
ing injurious to our own power and liberty, We muſt have 
leave to turn the ſcale in the proceſs of our ſalvation, or we 
r will not be ſaved.— The Bridegroom, who has invited us 
to the Marriage , has himſelf wrought very coſtly robes for 
us to appear in“; infinitely richer than we are able to procure; 
and if we prefume to go in any other dreſs than what he has 
provided, it will be aſk'd us, viz. Friend, bot cameſt thou in 
hither, not having a wedding-garment ? Matt. xxii. 12. And 
the Apoſtle, to convince the Galatians how vain their hopes 
were of attaining life by the works of the law, proves, by a 
quotation. from Deut. xxvii. 26. that we are all under its 
curſe ; Curſed is every one that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to do them. And then points 
out the remedy, viz. Chriſt bath redeemed us from the curſe of 
the law, being made a curſe for us. Therefore nothing 1s more 
certain, than that thou, or thy Surety, muſt bear the curſe, * 
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Bx careful to avoid the beginnings of Sin. And this is a 


caution well worth our notice. How many have found by fatal 
experience the dreadful effects of gi going way to one Vice! tis 


5 5 ſtanding on a 2uickſand, that will, (unleſs the grace of 


lk for inevitably draw us in farther and farther, till we 
— loſt for ever. 


OR © T.* IF 


The Bible 4 Fords the Arongeft Foundation for 
the Conſolation and Foy of the Chriſtian, 


ISA ii. 40. Say ye to the righteous, that it Hall be well 
with him, 


Pſal. xxxi. 19. O how great 7s thy 8 which thou 
haſt laid up for them that fear thee ; which thou haſt wrought 
ſor them t al truſt in thee, before the ſans of men | 


Pal. $xxii. 1, 2. Bleſſed is be whoſe tranſgreſſion is for- 
given, whoſe ſin is covered: bleſſed is the man unto whom 
the Lord imputeth not iniquity. 


Deut. xxviii. 2-6. All theſe bleſſings ſhall come on thee” 
* overtake thee, if thou ſhalt hearken unto the voice of the 
Lord thy God. Bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the city, and bleſſed 
ſhalt = be in the field. Bleſſed all be the fruit of thy body, 
and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the 
increaſe of thy kine, and the flocks of thy ſheep. © Bleſſed ſhall 
be thy baſket and thy ſtore. Bleſſed alt thou be when thou 
comeſt in, and bleſſed Salt thou be when thou goeſt out. 


Pſal. xxxvij. 16. A little that a righteous man hath, is better 
than the riches of many wicked, 


__ Pſal. Ixxxiv. 11. For the Lord God 'is a ſun and ſhield: 
the Lord will give grace and glory: no good will he withhold 
trom them that walk uprightly. 


.Pfal. cxxvi. 5. They that ſow in EY ſhall reap in o Joy. 


Pſal. xxxvii. 23. The ſteps of a good man are ordered by 
the Lord: and he _ in his way. 
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© Rom viil. 28. All things work together for good, to them . 

that love God ; to them who are the called according to his. 
purpoſe. 


| Lake xii. 32. It is your Father's good pleaſure to give you 
the kingdom. | 


1 John iii. 1. Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the ſons of God. 


2. Beloved, now are we the ſons of God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we ſhall be: but we know that when he ſhall 
appear, we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 

x Jer. xxxi. 3. Yea, I have loved thee with an everlaſting love. 


Pſal. xxxiv. 8. O Taſte, and ſee, that the Lord is good: 
bleſſed is the man that truſteth in him. 


3 Pſal. v. 11. Let all thoſe that put their truſt in thee, rejoyce. 


Rom. v. 1. We have peace with God, thro? our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 


Kom. viii. 6. To be ſpiritually minded, is life and peace. 


I Pet, 1. 6-8. Tho' now for a ſeaſon (if need be) ye are in 
heavineſs thro* manifold temptations: That the trial of your 
faith being much more precious than of Gold that periſheth, 
tho' it be tried with fire, might be found unto praiſe, and 
honour, and glory at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt: Whom 
having not ſeen, ye love; in whom tho' now you ſee him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoyce with joy unſpeakable, and full 


of glory. 
ous alſo are thy thoughts unto 


fal. cxxxix. 17. How preci 
me, O God! how great is the ſum of them 


Pſal. cxix. 103. How ſweet are thy words unto my taſte! 
yea, {ſweeter than honey to my mouth. 


Tſai. li. 11. The redeemed of the Lord ſhall retutn, and 
come with ſinging unto , and everlaſting Joy all be upon 
| RS their 


ih . 


1 2⁰ 
their head: they ſhall obtain gladneſs and j joy, dud forrow and 
mourning ſhall flee away. 


John x. 27, 28. My ſheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me.. And I give unto them eternal life, and 
they ſhall never periſh, neither fhall any 8 them out of 
my hand. | 


t- Pet. i. 3-5. Bleſſed be the God, and Father of our Lord 
Jeſu Chriſt, which according to his abundant mercy, hath 
gotten us again unto a lively hope, by the reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven 


for you, Who are kept by the power of Gog thro. faith unto 
falvation. 


: Heb. xiii. 5. I will never leave thee nor forſake thee. y 


P/al. xxxvii. 37. Mark the perfect man, and behold th 
upright : for the end of that man is peace. 


Jai. lvii. 2. He ſhall enter into peace. 


Colofſ. iii. 4. When Chriſt abo is our life ſhall appear, chen 
ſhall ye alſo appear with him in glory. 


1 Cor. ii. 9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entred into the heart of man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him. 


Matth. xxv. 34. Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, 


Rev. xiv. 13. Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord. 


1 Pet. i: 9. Receiving, the end of your faith, even the falva- 
tion of your ſouls. 


Inferences. 


6 happy is the condition of every true believer! 
—_ he has in hand, and what he has in reverſion, are 
bleflings vaſtly larger than his finite mind can at preſent 
comprehend. WW _ * we the ſous of God, and it 


doth 


1 

1 doth not yet appear what we fhall be. i John in. 24 He is 
heir to an everlaſting inheritance, and that made ſure to him 
by him who cannot lie. The beſt inheritance in the preſent 

„ life can by no means inſure the heir of his poſſeſſion, but this, 

d is ſure to all the ſeed; he has received the earneſt, and ſhall 

# receive the whole. Whether thou can'ſt trace up thy pri- 
vileges to that glorious chain of bleſſings contained in the 81 
of the Romans, or not, they all belong to thee. Thou haſt drank: 

d of that ſpring whoſe waters fail not, and ſhalt, e' er long, drink 

h at the fountain. Whoſoever drinketh of the water that I ſhall 

f give him, all never thirſt : but the water that I ſball give him, 

Hall be in him a well. of water ſpringing up into — 

n 

0 but 


life. John iv. 14. Troubles, trials, doubts and fears, 
ſtill await thee, in conſequence of the remainder of ſin; 
theſe, ſhall not prove thy ruin; for he, whoſe Az is engag d 
to ſave thee, is ALmicyTY. And under all your trials, keep 
in mind that excellent advice of Solomon, which is quated by 
the Apoſtle, Heb. xii. 5. My Son, DESPISE nat thau the chaſt: 
10 ning of the Lord, nor rainT when thou art rebuked of bim. 
N So far from looking upon ſanctified afflictions as evils, you 
can truly ſay, *Tis good for me that 1 have been afflictede: and, 
perhaps, you can recall the corrections of your heavenly Fa- 
ther with great pleaſure, having experienced the happy iſſue 
n of them, viz. That they have mortified your corruptions, 
weaned you more from this world, and brought you nearer 
to your God. You are ſenſible of the evil and perverſeneſs 
5e of your hearts, and conſequently, of the need of your bea- 
e- venly Father's care, to prevent that ruin into which thy ſins 
| would otherwiſe involve thee ©: *twill be but a little time be- 
fore thy warfare ſhall be ended, and thou be received into the 


it Foy of thy Lord: where, you ſhall drink full draughts of that 
d, love, you but taſted here below, and what will make your 


happineſs compleat, you ſhall be ever with the Lord. 


2. How many are the endearing relations that Chrif 
a- ſtands in to every believer ! viz. Fatats, Iſai. ix. 6. Hus- 
; BAND, Iſai. liv. 5, BROTHER, Luke viii. 21. FRIEND, &c. 
Cant. v. 16. and who can fill theſe relations as Chriſt can? 
How often are we diſappointed by our earthly friends ? if 


-4 their inclination is to ſerve us, their ability is often wanting 

re | | 
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but he, never diſappoints the hope of thoſe that truſt in him 5. 
but either gives the thing they deſire, or what he knows is 
better for them. Be conſtantly looking up to this glorious 


Sun of Righteouſneſs, who enlivens the whole ſpiritual creation; 


that his influences may cheriſh the good ſeed ſown in thy 
heart, and make it grow to maturity : that he would diſpel 
thoſe miſts of ignorance, fin and folly, that too often ſurround 
thee, and marr thy comforts; and let the diſagreeable ſenſa- 
tions thy own imperfections and wants give thee, carry thee. 
out to ſurvey him, who is altogether lovely; and ſuſtains the 
glorious characters that are ſuited to thy exigencies, on pur- 
poſe to ſupply thee out of his fullneſs : and if we know by 
experience what it is to go out of ourſelves, and live on Chriſt, 
we are poſſeſs d of a knowledge which is invaluable, 


Exbortation. 


SEEING ye are partakers of ſuch glorious privileges, Freely 
ye have received, Freely give ?. Bec earneſtly concerned for 
the propagation of this bleſſed Goſpel, which has made you 
wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith which is in Chriſt Feſus ®;- 
that others may partake of its excellent benefits. Embrace 
every opportunity to do good, to the ſouls as well as bodies of 
men, and ſuit your ſupplies to their particular wants. Be ready 
both to every good word and work; and as ye have opportunity, 
do good unto all men, eſpecially unto them who are of the houſhold 
of faith : Gal. vi. 10. And whereſoever you ſee the Image 
& of Chriſt, don't refuſe to eſteem and embrace that ſoul, 


* becauſe he worſhips in another aſſembly, or according to a 


different form :** we have no right to make our judgment 
the ſtandard for others. Difference of education, and a vari- 
ety of circumſtances, make it impoſſible for all men to agree 
exactly in their ſentiments. Let us look upon the excel- 
« lencies of our brethren, rather than their defects,“ and 
when we find an inclination to cenſure others, let us firſt turn 
inwards, and ſee if we cannot find ſome employment there. 
« Let us reverence true chriſtianity, whereſoever we ſee it, 
<« and judge of it by eſſentials, rather than circumſtantials.” 


Remember the character of the chriſtian, as tis deſcribed in 
the word of God, viz. He who loveth God, loveth his brother 


alſo. Let your light fo ſhine before men, that they may ſte 
your good works,” and glorify your Father which is in heaven; 
Matt. 
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k 2 Tim. in. 15. 
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Matt. v. 16. that religion may a from your example 
{to = what it really is,) Amiable, Attracting, and Orna- 
mental, * | 3 


| S N N 
A few Remarks on the Contents of the Bible. 


Remark 1. TT acquaints us with our Origin: we had been 
8 in a great meaſure unacquainted with God 
and ourſelves, as well as many parts of nature, without it. 


2. Ir gives us a hiſtory of the world, from the beginning 

of time: the ſecret ſprings and actings of the minds of men 
in paſt ages are laid open; their hearts are here anatomiz d. 
It acquaints us with various revolutions which have hap- 
pened in the world, ſome of which we can trace the remains; 
and likewiſe acquaints us with futurity, which, was it not for 
the Bible, we ſhould be utter ſtrangers to. 
3. Ir contains the chriſtian inſtitution, 4 which is the great 
« inſtrument in the hand of God, for the renewing of ſouls, 
* and refining them for the heavenly kingdom. Being en- 
“ graven in the mind, and planted in the heart, it muſt be 
s the great preparative for perfection and glory. It has been 
<« attended with the bleſſing of God, in all ages, It has many 
« times ſuddenly transform'd the ſpirits of men, and quickly 
* ſubdyed their pride, prejudices, and paſſions, and led them 
<« joyful captives to its law, and to its grace. It has ad- 
„ vanced thouſands to all the purity and patience, holineſs 
c and perfection, this world is like to admit of: and there- 
« fore we may juſtly ſay, it has advanced them to the per- 
6 fection of heaven.” 


4+ 


— — * 


A conduct of this ſort is quite conſiſtent with a true zeal for the glorious 
doctrines of the Goſpel, thoſe immoveable Pillar; of our faith and hope. It 
would be a falſe named and pernicious charity to overlook. or think lightly 
of the dangerous errors of others, either in doctrine or practice; and were we 
to give way to this, truth would become ſuch a variable and indeterminate 
thing, as not to be known or ded. How noble and amiable does a zea- 


lous concern for Chriſt and 22 when 'tis directed by a prudent and 
Chriſt-like ſpirit: a | | 
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4. Iis in ſome meaſure a tranſcript of the Book of Life 8 
* Here we may fee whether our names are turis- 
zen there. 12775 


5. Ir is a Mine; and the richeſt that ever was, or will be 
diſcovered ; Here's tbe Pearl of great Price. The jewels of 
other mines only can adorn" the body, but theſe enrich the 
ſoul, ſo are intrinſically ſuperior, as well as in point of dura- 
tion: the former we muſt foon leave behind us, but theſe trea- 
ſures we carry with us intò the eternal world. And it has ano» 
ther quality ſuperior to all other mines, viz. how-much-ſoever you 
carry away, you cannot impoveriſh it; There's an invifible 
band that conſtantly ſupplies it. But, let it be remembred, that 
this mine is like others in one reſpect, viz. The indolent will 
be little better for the jewels it contains: The kingdom of bea- 
ven ſuffereth violence, and if you are not earneſtly concern'd 
for an intereſt in theſe bleffings, and don't think them worth 
your ſupreme regard, you are throwing contempt upon the 
only things that can truly enrich you kere, or make you happy 


hereafter. 


6, Wren doctrines are reduc'd to practice, we can than 
judge of their excellence. How many are the noble atteſta- 
tions, both in the lives and deaths of thoſe who have ſuffered in 
defence of this glorious Goſpel! they experienced divine aids 
convey'd to them thro? its promiſes, which enabled them to 
ſeal to the truth of it with their blood, * 


7. Tux chriſtian religion is calculated to take away all un- 
due pride, and boaſting. To one, God gives five talents, to 
another fo, and to another one; Matt. xxv. 15. So that he 
who has received moſt, has 'no liberty to triumph over him 
who has received leaſt, as they are all the gift of Gd. 


8. Taz attainments of all chriſtians are not equal; but 
fincerity is inſeparable from the loweſt, The ſeed ſown in good 
ground, was not equally fruitful ; ſome brought forth an hun- 
dred-fold, fome ſixty, and ſome thirty : but, tho” this is the 
caſe, it by no means allows any to ſit down with preſent acquire- 
ments, or, to think they have already attained 3 but teaches us 
to preſs forward, toward the mark, for the prize of the bigh 
eee, i 7 (69 9g et 
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9. Tux Bible is the touch-ſtone by which all doctrines are 
to be tried. To the law and to the teſtimony : If they ſpeak not 
according to this word, it is becauſe there is no light in them, 
Ifai. viii. 20. — Here are likewiſe contained the ſprings of 
all our comfort. Tis better to have Scripture-evidences of our 
new. birth, than if an Angel from heaven was to ſay, by /ins are 


forgiven thee, 


10. Tax Bible contains a wondrous intermixture of law and 
© love; of grace and obligation to duty; both wonderfully 
© interwoven and combin'd for our conduct unto glory: 
« ſuch as eminently beſpeak it a divine inſtitution and dilcove + 
ry.“ And both theſe neceſſarily go into and compleat the 
chriſtian character. Matters of faith and morality are pro- 
* miſcuouſly blended together, and ſometimes run into each 
* other, or are ſo cloſely united in their contexture here (as 
© they ever ought to be in our lives) that a haſty or leſs atten- 
« tive eye may pals over them without perceiving the diftin- 
« puiſhing marks of the tranſition, or the incommunicable 
% properties of each. But, let us take care to render unto 
faith the things which belong unto faith, and to chriſtian 
« morality what properly belongs to the eſtabliſhment and en- 
« forcement of chriſtian morality. They have the ſame Fa- 
« ther, and exact our aſſent and obedience upon the ſame au- 
* thority. There mult be an inſeparable union, and an invio- 
c lable friendſhip between them. Thus united, like Saul and 
« Fonathan, they will be lovely and pleaſant, with regard to 
our religious enquiries, as well as in our lives, and even af 
b ter death, in their happy effects, they ſhall not be divided; 
* What God hath joined together, let no man put aſunder.” 


11. Tur Bible acquaints us why God either executes or a- 
verts his judgments. Two inſtances will be ſufficient to take 
notice of, as they explain the reſt. Fix r. The Deluge, when 
God ſpared not the old world, but ſaved Noah, the eighth per- 
fon, a preacher of righteouſneſs, bringing in the flood upon tht 
world of the ungodly *. And tho” the long-ſuffering of God waited 
in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing ', which 
was an hundred and twenty years, they, like too many in our 
day, were as the deaf adder that ftoppeth ber ear, and abuſed 
the divine lenity. Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not 
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executed ſpeedily ;, therefore the heart of the ſous of men is fully. 


ſet in them to do evil. Eccl. viii. 11. The world was 
drowned in wickedneſs before it was drowned with water : 


and *tis univerſally true, that ſin is the certain forerunner of 


judgment; and though men in every age, have had enſamples 


of the dreadful conſequences of in, they, like the antidilu- 
vian world, indulge the practice of it, till death comes as a 
mighty flood, whoſe force they can't oppoſe, and carries them 
down to endleſs perdition. SECONDLY, The Ninevites, whoſe 
ruin would have been as certain, if they had not repented, Yet 
forty days and Nineveb ſhall be overtbrown ". Theſe en- 
ſamples are written for our admonition, 1 Cor. 10, 11. and 
will be an aggrayation of our miſery, if after all, we neglect 
the things which belong to our everlaſting peace. 


12. Tux chriſtian religion, at the ſame time that it pro- 
vides for our future happineſs, affords the beſt inſtructions for 
our arriving at the higheſt felicity this world is capable of; and 
is compriz d in the following words: SET YOUR AFFECTION ON 
THINGS ABOVE, not on things on the earth. Coloſſ. iii. 2. An 
inordinate affection for the enjoyments of the preſent life, and 
earthly relations, is the ſource of moſt of the evils mankind 
either fear or feel. Upon whatſoever foundation happineſs 
c is built, when that foundation fails, happineſs muſt be de- 
« ſtroyed ; for which reaſon it is wiſdom to chuſe ſuch a foun- 
& dation for it, as is not liable to deſtructive accidents. If 
e happineſs be founded upon riches, it lies at the mercy of 
< theft, deceit, oppreſſion, war, and tyranny ; if upon fine 
<« houſes and coſtly furniture, one ſpark of fire is able to con- 
“ ſume it; if upon wife, children, friends, health, or life, 
C a thouſand diſeaſes, and ten thouſand fatal accidents have 
„power to deſtroy it:“ But if our zreaſure is in heaven, 
*tis plac'd beyond the power of theſe to deprive us of it, 
tis where neither moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, nor thicves break 
through and ſteal; and if our treaſure is in heaven, our hearts 
Will be there alſo, in a prevailing degree: and, as it is from 
ſenſe of the uncertainty and emptineſs of all temporary enjoy- 
ments, that the chriſtian has ſought after an inheritance in a 
better country, ſo conſequently, he'll be leſs affected with the diſ- 
appointments he meets with in the preſent liſe. The founda- 
dam | 5 tions 
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tions of his happineſs are immoveable, and their duration 
e | 


13. Taz Bible informs us of dangerous enemies, which 
are inviſible to us. Me wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood, bus 
againſt principalities, againſt powers, againſt the rulers of the 
darkneſs of this world, &c. Eph. vi. 12. The chriſtian is 
juſtly denominated a Soldier; he's engag'd in a conſtant war, 
both againſt enemies without and enemies within : and he who 
feels this conteſt in his breaſt, is the only happy man. © In 
that mind where vice and corrupt nature abſolutely prevail, 
the war is at an end; but the peace that enſues, proves fa- 
ce tal to the ſoul, and debars it from any future hopes of liberty 
% and happineſs.“ But, let it be remembred, that we are 
incapable of ourſelves to overcome our own corruptions, much 
more to defeat Satan's wiles : he's a powerful, as well as ſubtil 
enemy : he not only made way to the hearts of our firſt pa- 
rents, but ſtill reigns in the children of diſobedience ; and con- 
ſtantly makes uſe of the aLLUREMENTS OF THIS WORLD to ſe- 
duce, enſnare, and inveigle ſouls. How many are there who 
while they are living on the bounties of heaven, prove by their 
practices that they are his vaſſals, and are led captive by him 
at his will! But the fame book that acquaints us with his ſtra- 
tagems, provides us with armour, and informs us how to de- 
feat him : and herein we are to follow the example of the great 
captain of our ſalvation, who foiPd him by the moſt effectual 
method, viz. I is written. Matt. iv. 4, 7, 10. This book 
is the greateſt enemy the devil has: it proclaims liberty to cap- 
tives, &c. o and directs us to look to — who has vanquiſh+ 
ed this enemy, and who only*is able to deliver us out of the 
paw of this roaring lion, who walketh about, ſeeking whom be 
may devour,” "ot 


14. Tux divine law contains a great variety of injunctions, 
(I think they have been reckoned fix hundred) and demands 
an exact and perfect obediance to each of them, even in thought, 
word and deed. Curſed 1s every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law to do them, 
Gal. iii. 10. | | 
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Objection. 


How is it poſſible for imperfe&t and ſinful creatur 
o pay an exact obedience to a perfect law?“ 


Anfever. 


T's indeed ytterly impoſſible ſince the fall to do this, 
or to attain life and happineſs by it. By the deeds of the 
law, there Hall no fleſh be juſtified. in his fight, Rom. iii. 20. 
But the wiſdom and goodnels of God is gloriouſly diſplay'd 
in the ſtrict demands of the divine law, viz. Firſt, The main- 
tenance of the attributes of the Divine Legiſlator, who will 
not diſpenſe with the leaſt violation of it. 1 is eafter for bea- 
pen and earth to paſs, than one tiltle of the law to fail, Luke 
xvi, 17, Think not that I am come to deſtroy the law ar the 
prophets: I am not come 10 deſtroy, but to fulfil. For verily I 
ſay unto you, till heaven and earth paſs, one jot or one tittle ſhall 
in no wiſe paſs from the law, till all be fulfilled, Matt. v. 17, 18. 

SECONDLY, THE CONVICTION OF THE SINNER, which is ne- 
geſſarily previous to his enquiry after that remedy which God has 
rovided to deliver.us from the curſe of his broken law. 
Behold the man, who magnified the law, and made it honoura- 
ble, Iſai. Ixii. 21. For what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak THRO' THE FLESH, God ſending his own Son, in the likeneſs 

of finful fleſh, and for fin condemned fin in the fleſh, Rom. viii. 


. Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that 
eee Rom. x. 4. | 


15. Ir is the grand deſign of revelation to ſtrike at the 
root of thoſe fins which are more immediately included in our 
apoſtacy , viz. Pride, Enmity againſt God, a deſire of Inde- 
pendency, &c. and to bring the man to his right mind: to 
make him bow to the divine authority, and ſay with Saul, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? The Chriſtian is por- 
tray*d by various delineations in the ſacred records, but the 

all unite in the heart's return to God. Men of this character, 
are far from ſetting up their own opinions in oppoſition to Re- 
velation; they eſteem it, as their molt invaluable mercy z and can 


fay with the Pſalmiſt, I love hy commandments above gold, yea, 


above fine gold. Thy teſtimonies have I taken as an beritage for 


ever: for they are the regoycing of my heart. Thro' thy precepts. 


1 GET UNDERSTANDING, therefore I hate every falſe way, Pal. 
EEG cxix, 
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exix, cv, cxi, cxxvii. Theſe are not the proud and ſelf- 


conceited, whom God rejects with abhorrence; but the meek, 
whom he'll guide in judgment, and to whom hel! teach bis way. 
Tho' the chriſtian finds too often by ſad experience that theſe 


ſeeds of rebellion are not totally eradicated ; but the nearer we 
advance to perfection in the divine life, the readier we are, not 
only to ſubmit to the divine appointment in the glorious 
ſcheme of our redemption, but to the whole will of God. 


16. Tux Bible acquaints us with the true cauſe, why many 
who ſet out in the religious life, and ſeem to wage war againſt 
Satan and their own luſts, are overcome, and turn their backs : 
and that is becauſe they truſt in their own ſtrength, and place 
their confidence in a Garriſon whoſe foundation is bad, and is 
continually liable to be undermined. *'Tis as impoſſible to 
perſevere in the divine life, without divine aids, as for a child 
forſaken from the womb, to live and grow to years of matu- 
rity. But the Bible not only informs us of our dangers, but 
points out the method of our eſcape, viz. The Name of the 
Lord is a STRONG Tow ER: the righteons runneth into it, and 
is ſafes. Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help“. 
Unleſs thy law had been my delight, I ſhould then have periſhed 
in mine affliftion*. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whoſe 
mind is ſtayed on thee : becauſe be truſteth in thee. Truſt ye in 


the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jznovan is everlaſting 
flrength*. Surely he ſhall deliver thee from the ſnare of the 


fowler u. 


17, As Chriſt is made of God unto us, Wiſdom, Righteouſ- 
neſs, Santtification, and Redemption“, tis evident before our 
reception of him, we are deſtitute of theſe glorious perfections 
and bleſſings; and however wiſe we may be for this world, 
we are fools in God's account : however righteous we may 
appear in our own or others eyes, if we have not the righteou/- 
neſs of Chriſt imputed to us, we ſhall be found naked : how 
great ſoe ver our pretenſions to ſanctity, if we are not renewed 
by the Divine Spirit, we ſhall ſtill be #nboly : and though we 
boaſt the freedom of our wills, we are in ſlavery to Satan, and 
he ſecretly uſurps the throne in our hearts. — None but the 
Fhriſtian can be truly wiſe, truly good, or truly happy. 


1 


1 Prov. xvii. 10 Pal. cxlvi. 8. Pal. cxix. 92. Iſai. xxvi. 3, 4. 
* Plal, xci, 3. ” 1 Cor. i. zo. 
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18. Tx chriſtian inſtitution is capable and worthy to be 
<« the univerſal religion; it meddles not with the frames and 
4e models of civil government; but leaves them, as it finds 
them, ſuitable to the law of nature, and to the genius and 
<« welfare of the people, to which they belong. It ſuits with 
< the law of nature in diſallowing tyranny and anarchy ; but 
« it can ſubſiſt in and under all forms of civil polity. It for- 
« bids tumults, ſeditions, conſpiracies and rebellions under 
&« all. And requires due order, ſubjection, and allegiance un- 
der all.” — But then we are to remember, the power of 
the magiſtrate reaches no farther in matters of religion, than 
< to ſee that the ſtate ſuffer no damage, and the peace of man- 
« kind and the government be ſecured. Where the rights of 
conſcience are invaded, by public authority, to join in religi- 
ous worſhip with Idolaters, or any who ſubvert the chriſtian 
religion, this would be to deny Chriſt ; and here we are to ſuf- 
ter perſecution, rather than ſubmit. | 


19. Ir we take away the Deity, and atonement of Chriſt 
from the Bible, what remains ? =——— The moral law con- 
demns. - Curſed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the baok of the law to do them x. The 
ceremonial law can be of no benefit, For it is not poſſible that 
the blood of bulls and of goats ſhould take away fins r. — The 
precepts of the Goſpel, tho* perfectly pure, lovely, and har- 
monious, would be of little ſervice to the ſinner, for want of 
the power and grace of Chriſt to make them effectual: for till 
the dominion and guilt of ſin are removed, the ſoul is not ca- 
pable of receiving its pure and ſpiritual precepts. If you take 
this Sun of righteouſneſs from the ſpiritual world, it would be 
juſt the ſame as if the natural Sun was removed from our cre- 
ation, which would ſoon become cold, dark, and fruitleſs, 
Fa man abide not in me, he is caſt forth as @ branch, and is 
withered, Without me ye can do nothing. John xvi. 5, 6. 


20. THe Bible affords the belt inſtructions for the training 
up of young minds, and fitting them for uſefulneſs in this life, 
and by the divine bleſſing, for the happineſs of a better; and 
likewiſe affords us many cautions againſt the danger of ne- 
glecting them. And ye Fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath : but bring them up in the NURTURE and ADMONITION 


of 


w—_ 


* Gal. ii, 10. „ Heb. x. 4. ** 
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of the Lord. Eph. vi. 4. Corret? thy ſon, and be ſhall give thee 
reſt : yea, be ſhall give delight unto thy ſoul, Prov. xxix. 17. 

And of Eli it is ſaid, I will judge his houſe for ever, 
for the iniquity which he knoweth : becauſe bis ſons made them- 
ſelves vile, and he reſtrained them not, 1 Sam. iii. 13. The 
rod and reproof give wiſdom ; but a child left to himſelf, bringeth 
his Mother to ame, Prov. xxix. 15. Would parents con- 
ſider the importance of this duty, ſure the neglect of it could 
not be ſo general, How many are laying the foundation of 
bitter ſorrows, both for themſelves and their children, by ne- 
glecting to check the firſt appearances of vice, that offspring of 
corrupt nature! So that as they increaſe in years, their ſin- 
ful habits are increaſed and ſtrengthened, and they often be- 
come a curſe to their parents, and the peſt of ſociety. Tis 
a common but very pernicious ſentiment that many entertain, 
who don't chuſe to be at the pains of forming the minds of 
their children, or are not aware of the importance of it, viz. 
« They'll know better as they grow older: but experience 
proves this untrue : without conſtant cultivation, they'll dege- 
nerate, and will neither obtain a proper ſenſe of their duty, nor 
a deſire to practiſe it. The ſituation in which they come into 
the world, calls aloud for this parental care; their tender 
minds are then capable of receiving every impreſſion, as wax 
receives the Image of the ſeal : and their firſt impreſſions are 
always laſting ; Train up a child in the way be ſhould go, and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it, Prov. 22. 6. Their 
young and active minds will be buſied, and *tis our wiſdom to 
to chuſe ſuch employment for them, as will at the ſame time 
delight and improve them. And after all our pains, if we 
are not particularly careful with whom they converſe in our 
abſence, our inſtructions will be in a great meaſure loſt upon 
them. And if the bleſſing of God, the good of ſociety, the 
happineſs of our children, and 'our own comfort, are any in- 
ducements to our diligence herein, theſe, and many more, are 
the happy effects of it: and if we look around us, we may 
ſee many inſtances, wherein the divine bleſſing is conſpicuous 
in a remarkable degree, in thoſe families, who have taken the 
divine precepts as their guide herein: And I may add, that one 
pious family, who have a due fenſe of the importance of this 
duty, may, by the divine bleffing, be the means of tranſmit- 


ting bleſſings to the laceſt poſterity. 
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21. Tux Bible opens a correſpondence with heaven; even to 
communion and intercourſe with the bleſſed God. And what 
an amazing inſtance of condeſcenſion is here! Theſe are the 
higheſt pleaſures a rational mind is capable of; and how ſur- 
prizing is it that any who have heard of them, ſhould not im- 
mediately and joy fully embrace them. Were we invited by 
an earthly Prince, to partake of his favours and friendſhip, I 
believe few would ſend a refuſal ; But the caſe is very differ- 
ent here, there are few but doſo; and make every excuſe 
they can invent to ſhun this intercourſe. 1 have bought a piece 
of ground, &c. Luke xiv. 18, 20. -If a ſerious thought 
at any time enters the mind, tis eſteem'd an intruder : and 
every method is purſued to get rid of ſo troubleſome a gueſt, 
Company, Diverſion, Wine, &c. are called in to drown the 
heavenly meſſenger. They know that two can't walk together, 
wnleſs they are agreed; and that in order to converſe with God, 
they mult in ſome meaſure be like him : But they have no 
reliſh for pleaſures ſo refined, but delight in thoſe things which 
are even the reproach of human nature; and at the ſame time 
they are partaking of the indulgencies of heaven, are violating , 
its /aws, and turning their backs on the Author of them ; 
* and, after perpetual diſappointment, in the ſearch of plea- 
t ſure which they never found, ſtill continue the purſuit, till 
< every hope is precluded, and life terminates either in the 
* ſtupor of inſenſibility, or agonies of deſpair.” Let 
us now {ſurvey a good man, in as diſtreſſing a ſituation as per- 
F haps is poſſible, viz. David, who was obliged to forſake his 
| own country, and take ſhelter in that of an enemy. Ziłlag, 
] the little portion that Achiſb gave him, ' burnt with fire: His 
Wife's taken captive, and his own countrymen ſpake of toning 
him, 1 Sam. xxx. 1-6, But he had ſtill his comforts left ; 
his beſt things no human power could take away. David 
encouraged bimſelf in the Lord his God. —You, perhaps, may 
never be in ſuch a ſituation 3 but the time will come, (and it 
may be ſoon,) when fleſh and heart muſt fail; when none 
of the comforts of this life, can relieve thee; and if thou haſt 
not God in Chriſt for thy ſupport, deſpair and ruin will be 
the fatal conſequence. But, if thou art ſo happy as to have 
Cad for thy portion, thou haſt then a friend that will never 
} forſake thee z in times of trouble and difficulty, he'll be near- 
| eſt, and will put underneath thee his everlaſting arms : And 
"= in thy laſt conflict, when other friends and comforts fail, has 
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cordials that can revive thy fainting ſoul; and give it, (if he 
ſees beſt, ) a foretaſte of that Foy into which the righteous ſhall 
enter. 
22, *©* Gor has wiſely diſtributed the knowledge and 
« glory of Chriſt through the whole of the books of the Old 
% and New Teſtament, whence it communicates itſelf, by 
« various parts and degrees unto the proper ufe of the church. 
& If all the light of the heavenly luminaries had been contracted 
4 into one, it would have been deſtructive, not uſeful to our 
« ſight; but being by divine wiſdom diftributed into Sun, 
« Moon, and Stars, each giving out his own proportion, it 
& is ſuited to declare the glory of God, and to enlighten the 
« world: So if the whole revelation of the glory of Chriſt, 
and all that belongs unto it, had been committed into one 
« ſeries and contexture of words, it would have overwhelmed 
* our minds, rather than enlightened us. In one place we 
have a deſcription of his perſon, and the glory of it; ſome- 
times in words plain and proper, and ſometimes in great 
variety of allegories, conveying an heavenly ſenſe of things 
| c unto the minds of them that do believe; in others, of his love 
4 * and condeſcenſion in his office, and his glory therein. His 
% humiliation, exaltation, and power, are in like manner in 
& ſundry places repreſented unto us. And as one ftar differ- 
« eth from another in glory; ſo, it was one way, whereby 
God repreſented the glory of Chriſt, in types and ſhadows 
under the Old Teftament ; and another, wherein it is de- 
„ clared in the New, Illuſtrious teſtimonies upon all theſe ' 
things are planted up and down in the Scriptures, which we 
may collect as choice flowers in the paradiſe of God, for the 
& object of our faith and ſight thereby.” 


23. Tur Bible gives us the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of the final 
perſeverance of every true believer : (Being confident of this 
very thing, that he which hath begun à good work in you, will 
perform it until the day of Feſus Chriſt, Phil. i. 6. My ſheep 
hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. And I give, 
unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall 
any *'uck them out of my hand, John x. 27, 28.) Though his 
evidences are often clouded, and he may be ſometimes fearful 
leſt he ſhould one day periſh by the hands of bis enemies: But the 
important truſt, which he has committed to Chriſt, remains ſe- 
cure. « As we cannot work grace in our own hearts, ſo 
in an hour of darkneſs, we cannot clearly diſcover that grace 
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« that is there, to the full ſatisfaction of our conſciences, unleſs 
e the ſame ſpirit that wrought it is pleaſed to reveal it to us 
“ by his aſſiſting influences. It is by obſervations and aſſiſt- 
& ances borrowed from the Sun, that hour-lines are drawn on 
& a Sun: dial, and they abide there in the dark; but we cannot 
4e find what hour of the day it is, unleſs the Sun ſhines upon 
ce thoſe hour- lines: ſo grace in the heart is wrought by the Holy 
«+ Spirit, and it abides ſtill even in the darkeſt night of temp- 
tation, when once the Spirit of God has wrought it there, 
eit ſhall never be quite loſt; for the ſeed of God remains: 
but the ſoul cannot diſcern it clearly, ſo as to take comfort 
&« from it in an hour of darkneſs ; unleſs the Spirit, like the 
“ Sun, dart his beams of light into the world, and diſcover his 


 &. own work.” 


er wt 
The Meceſſity and Benefit of Meditation. 


MONG the various duties the Bible enjoins, there is 
| none more beneficial, tho* none more neglected, than 
meditation. Tis a duty ſtrongly inculcated in the word of God, 
and practis'd by good men; therefore we may be ſure it is a 
neceſſary one: And there's another evidence of its value, viz. 
It directly oppoſes the ſtream of corrupt nature. This duty, 
like a cement, faſtens ſacred truths to the heart: © For want 
& of this, ſermons are unprofitable ; what we hear, will without 
it, paſs like water thro” a ſieve; and our food may as ſoon 
&* nouriſh without digeſtion, as we be profited, without reflec- 
tion and meditation'*. And I may add, without theſe, our 
mercies are in a great meaſure loſt upon us. Thoſe who 
* neglect it, are like travellers, acquainted with other coun- 
tries, and ignorant of their own.—This duty may appear 
e irkſome at our firſt entrance upon it; but when we are en- 
* gaged in it, tis ſweet and pleaſant.”* ?Tis not a curſory 
work, a few tranſient thoughts of religion, it muſt be attended 
to with ſeriouſneſs, and ſelf-examination: and we are hereby to 
enquire into the ſtate of our ſouls, with the ſame diligence and 
attention, we uſe in our temporal concerns; that if our condi- 
tion is bad, ruin may be prevented; and if good, that we may 


take the comfort of it. If you have neglected it hitherto, be- 


wail your negligence, and make conſcience of it for the future: 


and remember, that action is the end of meditation; it muſt 
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be reduc'd to practice. Among others, the following are pro- 
per ſubjects for our meditation, viz. Death, Judgment, 


Eternity, The Evil of Sin, The Vanity of Earthly En- 


joyments, The Goodneſs of God, The Promiſes, The 


Love of Chriſt. A few of the advantages of it, are as follow, 
I. < It brings God and the ſoul together, 
2. It makes the heart ſerious, | 
3. It warms the affections. 
4. It fits for prayer. 
5. *Tis a ſtrong antidote againſt ſin. 
6. It brings delight, and leaves peace behing, 
7. It leſſens our eſteem of the world. 
8. It anticipates eternal happineſs,” 
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Some Enlargement on Luke xxiv. 44. 


Theſe are the Words which I ſpake unto you, while I was yet 
with you, that all things muſt be fulfilled which were written 
in the Law of Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in the Pſalms 


concerning me. 5 


iſt The Law of Moſes.* 


HAT the ceremonial law with all its appurtenances, 

Tabernacle, Heb. ix. 11. High Prieſt, &c. Heb. ii. 17. 
were typical of Chriſt, the word of God has ſufficiently evinc'd. 
Its parts are ſo many and various, that it by no means falls 
within the reach of theſe few ſheets to enumerate them ; I would 
therefore, recommend the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, to lead you 
into the true intention of them; tho? their explication is by no 
means confined to that epiſtle.— Tis a religion that unleſs con- 
ſidered typically, could not profit its votaries : For it is not poſſible 
that the blood of bulls and of goats ſhould take away fins : But, 
as it look'd forward to that glorious event, when their great 
Antitype ſhould perform really, what theſe repreſented, *tis an 
inſtitution worthy the Divine Author. — And here I would ob- 
ſerve, how eaſy it is to pervert the deſign of the belt inſtitu- 
tions, What fatal effects was this attended with in the un- 
believing Jews, who made the word of God of none effect thro? 
their traditions; and reſted in the outward obſervance of theſe 
ordinances, notwithſtanding all the cautions our Saviour gave 
them againſt truſting in any thing ſhort of him. What clear 
evidence did he give that he was the true Metab: referr'd them 
to their own Prophets, which they profeſs'd to believe, but 
really did not. For had ye believed Moſes, ye would bave * 

lieve 


— This includes the moral as well as ceremonial law, which Corift fulkiled, 
tho' not abrogated. Matt. v. 17, 18. Lale xvi. 17. 
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lieved me: for he wrote of me: But if ye believe not bis writ- 
ings, how ſhall ye believe my words? John v. 46, 47. 
If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not; But if I 
do, tho ye. believe not me, believe the works, John x. 37, 38. 

And fo {trong is the evidence of Moſes and the Prophets, that 
Abraham aſſures the rich man in hell, that if his brethren hear 
not them, they would not be perſwadel, tho* one roſe from the 
dead. Luke xvi. 31.—— This fatal miſtake of the Jews, will 
explain to us the two following parts of ſcripture: 


iſt. TO what purpoſe i is the multitude of your ſacrifices unto 
me? ſaith the Lord. I am full of burnt-offerings of rams, and 
the fat of fed beaſts, and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, 
or of lambs, or of he-goats. Pring no more vain oblations, in- 
cenſe is an abomination unto me. Your neu- moons, and your 
appointed feaſts my ſoul hateth : they are a trouble unto me, I 
am weary to bear them, Iſai. i. 11—14. And again. He that 
killeth an ox, is as if he flew a man: he that ſacrificeth a lamb, 
as if he cut off a dog*s neck : be that offereth an oblation, as if 
he offered ſewine's blood : he that burneth incenſe, as if he bleſſed 
an idol, Iſai. xlvi. 3. Here we fee that God rejects his own 
inſtitutions, tho* then in their full force. Not for any defect 
in them, but for the abuſe of them, in uſing them for pur- 
poles they were not defign'd, neither could effect, viz. To 
make atonement. 


2. BUT now after that ye have known God, or rather are 
known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly ele- 
ments, whereunto ye deſire again to be in bondage? Gal. iv. g. 
So ſtrong was the Apoſtle's zeal for the glory of Chriſt, that 
tho* theſe elements or rudiments were of divine appointment, 
he gives them the title of beggarly. And no wonder, for 
their uſe had long before ceas'd with their accompliſhment, 
and continuing the practice of them, was virtually denying 


that Chriſt was come, and in effect diſowning and diſclaim- 
ing him. 


SIMILAR to this, was the conduct of the people in the time 
of good Hezekiah, who obſerving they burnt incenſe to the 


brazen ſerpent, 1 it in pieces, and called it Nebuſhtan, a 
brazen bawble. * 


TEE 


2 2 Kings, XViii. 4. 
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T x kind accommodations we enjoy in the preſent life, 
though they are abuſed by many, and turn'd to the vileſt pur- 
poſes ; that by no means decreaſes their value; Every creature 
of God is good. 1 Tim. iv. 4. but, when we permit them to 
rival him in our eſteem, we make idols of them, and from 
bleſſings, we change them into curſes. 


2. In THE PROPHETS! Here again I'm confin'd, for the 

ophecies are ſo numerous, that it would greatly exceed the 
bounds of this Treatiſe to furvey them: Tea, and all the: Pro- 
phets from Samuel, and thoſe that follow after, as many as baue 
ſpoken, have likewiſe foretold of theſe days, Acts iii. 24. And 
if you examine your Bible with diligence, and a fincere deſire 
of reaping advantage from it, you'll obtain, by comparing, its 
ſeveral parts, a growing improvement in the knowledge both 
of the Law and the Prophets, © | Few Sgt 4 


3. In Tus PSALMS co ui Me. Here I ſhall 
tranſcribe a few of thoſe prophecies which are moſt obvious, 
with their completion. 


"PSALMS." | 


New Teſtament. 
Pſ. xci. 11, 12. For he] Luke iv, 9, 11, If thou Be 


ſhall give his angels charge 0- 
ver thee, to keep thee in all thy 
ways. They ſhall bear thee 
up in their hands, leſt thou daſh 


thy foot againſt a ſtone. 


| N 
0 


' the Son of God, caft thyſelf 
| down from hence. For it is 
, written, He ſhall give his angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee. 
And in their bands they hall 
bear . thee up, I at any time 


1 | thou daſh thy foot againſt a 


Pſ. cxviii, 25, 26. Save 
now, I beſeech thee, O Lord : 
O Lord, I beſeech thee, ſend 
now proſperity. Bleſſed be he 
that cometh in the name of 
the Lord. 


Pf lxxviii, 2. I will open, | 


my mouth in a parable : I will 
utter dark ſayings of old. 


r 


Matt. xxi. 9. And the mul- 
 titudes that went before, and 
that followed, cried, ſaying, 
Hoſanna to the ſon of David : 
Bleſſed is he that cometh in the 
name of the. Lord. 


the prophet, ſaying, I will open 
Pf. 1 my 


Matt. xiii: 35. That it might 
Be fulfilled which was ſpoken by 
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PSALMS. |... New Teſtament. 
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Pf cxviii. 22. The ſtone 
which the builders refuſed is 
become the W re of the cor- 
ner. | bn 


„ 


Ef ex. 1. The Lord faid | 
unto my Lord, fit thou at my | 


„„ 


* „ 


Pf. ii. 2. The kings of the 


earth let themſelves, and the | 
rulers take counſel together a- 
gainſt the Lord, and ee 
his anointed. _..: 


BF. xli. 9. Yea, mine own | 


farniliar friend in whom 1 
truſted, which did eat of my | 
bread, Kath lift up his heel a- 


gainſt me. 


Pſ. XXxiX. 9. I was dumb, 
I en not * mouth. 


Pf. Ixix. 21. They gave 


ny mouth in parables, I will 
utter things which have been 
kept ſecret from the foundation 
| of the world,  _ 


Matt. xxi. 42. Telus ſaith 
unto them, did you never read 
in the ſcriptures, The ſtonewhich 
the builders rejected, the ſame is 
become the head of the corner. 


Matt. xxii. 43. How then 
doth David in ſpirit call him 
Lord, ſaying, The Lord ſaid 
unto my. Lord, fit thou on my 
right hand, till J make thine 
enemies thy footſtool 4 


' ſembled together the chief prieſts, 
and the ſcribes, and the elders 
of the people *, and conſulted 
| that they might take Jeſus by 
 ſubtilty, and kill him. 


John xiii. 18. But that the 
ſcripture may be fulfilled, He 
that eaterh bread with me, 
bath lift up his heel againſt 
me. 

Matt. xxvi. 62, 63. An- 
fwereſt thou nothing? what is 
it which theſe witneſs againſt 
| thee ? But Jeſus eld his peace. 


Matt. xxvii. 34. They gave 


me alſo gall tor my meat, and 
in my thirſt they gave me vi- 


negar to drink. | 


* * 
*% 


him vinegar to arink mingled 
w gall. FOR 


Matt. 


* Here we may include Herod and Pilate, Luke xxiii, 11. 


Matt. xxvi. 3, 4. Thenaf. 


. Pr 8 pp WY 


G_—S ow e OM 


r 


_2.. I—_ ys > WW =” * 


they ſhoot out the lip, _ 


ſer upon thy throne. 


Pſ. xxii. 7. All they that 
ſee me, laugh me to ſcorn : 


ſhake the head. 


Pſ. xxii, 8. He truſted on 
the Lord, that he would de- 
liver him: let him deliver him 
ſeeing he delighted in him. 


| 
Pf. xxii. 1. My God, My | 


God, why haſt thou forſaken | 
me ? 


Pſ. xxii. 18. They part my 
garments among them, and 
caſt lots upon my vellure, 


P/. cxxxli. 11. The Lord 
hath ſworn in truth unto De. 
vid, he will not turn fram it, 


Of the fruit of thy body will I 


P/. Ixxii. 17. His —— 
endure forever: his name ſhal] 
be continued. as long as the 
ſun : and men ſhall be bleſſed | 
in him; all nations ſhall call | 
him bleſſed. | 

Pſ. xxxi. 5. Into thine hand 
I commit my ſpirit. 


BE hir. 9. For the zeal of 
thine houle hath eaten me up. 


p 
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New Teſtament. 


Matt. xxvii. 39. And they 
that paſſed | by, reviled An, 
wagging their beads. ach 


Matt. xxvii. 43. He truſted 
in Cod, let bim deliver him 
now if be will have bim : 7 or 
he ſaid, I am tbe Son of God. 


Matt xxvii. 46. My God, 
| ſaken me? 


Mark xv. 24. And when 
they bad rexucified, him, they 
parted his garments, caſting lots 


upon them, what 7 man 
take. 


Luke i. 32. He Hall be 
great, and: ſhall. be called the 
Son of the Higheſt ; and the 
Lord God. ſhall. give unto him 
the throne of his father David. 


Ver. 3 3 "And be foal reign 
over tbe houſe of Jacob for ever, 
and of his e {pers pe 
| be no end. 


Luke xxiii. | Father, into 
thine -. bands 1 | en N ” 
[0-05 ! Aab el 


John ii. 17. And bis diſa- 
ples remembered that it was 


| written, the zeal of. thine houſe 


hath eaten me up. 


62 Jain 


My God, why haſt thou for- 
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PSALMS. 


Pf kix. 4. They that hate 
me without a cauſe, are more 
than the hairs of mine head, 


"Bf. cxxxix. 8, 9. Let his 
995 be few, and let another 
take his office. Let his chil- 
dren be fatherleſs, and his 
wife a widow. 


Pf xxxiv. 20. He ons 
m4: 


all his bones, not one of t 
is broken. 


[ 44 ] 
| 


New Teſtament. 


John xv. 2g. That the word 
might be fulfilled that is writ- 


| ten in their law, They bated me 


without a cauſe, 


I el. 8, 18. I tive fer | 


the Lord always before me: 
becauſe he is at my right hand, 
T ſhall not be moved. There- 
fore my heart is glad, and my 
rejoiceth : my fleſh alſo 
25 reſt in hope. For thou 
wilt not leave my foul in hell; 
neither wilt thou ſuffer thine 
holy One to ſee corruption. 


Nee wy, Thou 6 art my * 
1 88 have I 3 thee. 


Bf cxlvi. 8. The Lord Q- 
D the Hes y the blind. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Acts i. 16, 20. This ſcrip- 
ture muſt needs bave been ful- 
filled, which the Holy Ghoſt by 
the mouth of David ſpake be- 
fore concerning Judas. For it is 
written in the book of Pſalms, 


| Let bis habitation be deſolate, 


and, bis biſhoprick let anotber 
take. 


John xix. 36. For theſ 
kings were done, that the ſcrip- 
ture ſhould be fulfilled, A bons 


of him ſhall not be broken, 


Acts ii. 25,'27. For David 
fpeaketh concerning bim, I fore» 
ſaw the Lord always before my 
Face, for he is on my right hand, 
that I ſhould not be moved. 
| Therefore did my heart rejoice, 
and my tongue was glad : more- 
| aver alſo, my fleſh ſhall reſt in 
; hope, Becauſe thou wilt not 
leave my ſoul in hell, neither 
wilt | thou ſuffer thine holy One 
| to ſee corruption, . 


Acts xiti. 33. 4s it is alſo 
written in the ſecond Pſalm, 
Thou art my Son, this any bave 


| 2 thee. 


Matt. Ix. 30. And their eyes 
were opened. 


Rom. 


— + — 


L 


es 


feet. 


Pſ. xiv. 
vation of Iſrael «ere come out 
of Zion ! | 


Pſ. xvii. 49. Therefore 
will I give thanks unto thee, 
O Lord, among, the heathen : 
and fing praiſes unto thy 
name. 


Pſ. Ixxvui. 15, 16. He 
clave the rocks in the wilder- 
neſs, and gave them drink as 
out of the great depths. He 
brought ſtreams alſo out of 
the rock, and cauſed waters to 
ryn down like rivers. 


Pſ. viii. 6. Thou madeſt 
him to have dominion over 
the works of thy hands; thou 


haſt put all things under his 


Ver. 2. Out of the mouth | 
of babes and ſucklings haſt 
thou ordained ſtrength. 


© BY. lxvii. 18. Thou haſt 
aſcended on high, thou haft 
led captivity captive. 


Bf. Ixxxix. 8, 9. O Lord 
God of Hoſts, who is a ſtrong 
Lord like unto thee? or to thy 
faithfulneſs round about thee ? | 
Thou ruleſt the raging of the 
ſea : when the waves thereof | 


O that the fal- | 
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New Teſtament, 


Rom. xi. 26. There ſhall 
come out of Sion the deliverer. 


Rom, xv. 9. As it is urit- 
ten, For this cauſe I will con- 
fſeſs to thee among the Gentiles, 
and ſing unto thy name. 


1 Cor. x. 4. And did all 
drink the ſame ſpiritual drink : 
For they drank of that ſpiritual 
Rack that followed them : and 
that Rock was Chriſt, 


Eph. i. 22. And hath put 
all things under his feet, and 
gave him to be the head over 
all things to the church. 


| 


Matt. xxi. 16. Have ye ne 
ver read, Out of the mouth of 
babes and ſucklings thou baſs 


perfetted praiſe ? 


Eph. iv. 8. Wherefore be 
faith, when he aſcended up on 
high, be led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto men. 


Mark iv. 39. And be aroſe, 
and rebuked the wind, and ſaid, 
unto the ſea, Peace, be ſtill: 
and the wind ceaſed, and there 
was a great calm. 
| 


ariſe, thop ſtilleſt them. 5 
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PSALMS. 


P/. ii. 8. Aſk of me, and | 


I ſhall give hee the heathen 
for thine inheritance, and the 
uttermoſt parts of the earth for 
thy poſſeſſion. | 


[46 ] 


New Teſtament. 

Heb. 1. 2. Hath in theſe laſt 
days ſpoken unto us by his Son, 
| whom he hath appointed heir 
of all things, by whom alſo be 
made the worlds, © 


Pf. xcvii. 7. Worſhip him 
all ye gods. 


F.. xlv. 6, 7. Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever and ever: 
the ſceptre of thy kingdom 15 
a right ſceptre. Thou loveſt 
righteouſneſs, and hateſt wick- 
edneſs : therefore God, thy 
God hath anointed thee with 
the oil of gladneſs above thy 
fellows. 5 


P/. ci, 2 g. Of old haſt thou 
laid the foundation of the 
earth, and the heavens are the 
work of thy hands. 5 


Pſ. xcv. 3, 8. For the Lord 
is a great God, and a great 
King above all gods. In his 
hand are the deep places of the 
earth : the ſtrength of the hills 
75 his alſo. The fea is his, and 
he made it: and his hands 
formed the dry land. O come, | 
let us worfhip and bow down : | 
let ys kneel before the Lord 


Heb i. 6. And let all the 
angels of God worſhip bim. 


Heb. i. 8, 9. But unto the 
Son he ſaith, Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever; a ſcepire 
of righteouſneſs is the ſceptre of 
thy kingdom : Thou haſt loved 
righteouſneſs, and hated iniqui- 
ty; therefore God, thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of 
gladneſs above thy fellows, 


Heb. i. 10. And, thou, Lord, 
in the beginning haſt laid the 
foundation of the earih; and the 
heavens are ihe works of thine 


bangs, 


Heb. iii. 3, 8. For this 
man was counted worthy of more 
glory than Moſes, inaſmuch as 
he who hath builded the houſe, 
bath more honour than the houſe. 

For every houſe is builded "by 
ſome man; but he that built all 
things is God. And Moſes verily 
was faithful in all his houſe as 
a ſervant : But Chriſt as a Son 


our maker. For he 7s our 


God, and we are the people 


of his paſture, and the ſheep | if ye will hear bis voice, barden 


over his own houſe. Wherefore 
as the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, To day 


not 


Note. Thoſe paſſages in the P/a/ms which evidenty difplay the Divinity 
of Chrift, I have marked thus Q 


— 


ob. ads Oh. tn. Goth AP ren, ß 


e 


WW a 


[ 47 ] 


P$4 L MS. 


of his hands: to day if ye 
will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts, as in the provo- 
cation, as in the day of temp- 
tation in the wilderneſs. 5 


P ſ. lxxviii. 41, 56. Yea, 
they turned back and tempted 
God, and limited the Holy 
One of Iſrael. They tempted 
and provoked the moſt High 
God, and kept not his teſti- 
monies. H 


Pf. cx. 4. Thou art a 
Prieſt for ever, after the or- 
der of Melchizedek. 


. Pſ. xl. 6, 8. Sacrifice and 
offering thou didſt not deſire, 
mine ears haſt thou opened: 
burnt- offering and ſin- offering 
thou haſt not required. Then 
ſaid J, Lo, I come: in the 


volume of the book it is writ- 


ten of me: Idelight to do thy 
will, O my God: yea, thy 
law is within my heart. 


P/. Ixviii. 20. He that is 
our God, is the God of ſalva- 
tion; and unto God the Lord 
belong the iſſues from death. 9 


Pſ. vii. 9. For the righ- 
teous God trieth the hearts 
and reins. 5 


H.. 


| New Teſtament, 


not your hearts, as in the pro- 
vocation, in the day of tempta- 
tion in the wilderneſs. 


_—_— 


1 Cor. x. 9. Neither let us 
. tempt Chriſt, as ſome of them 
alſo tempted, and were deſtroyed 
of ſerpents. 


Heb. v. 6. As be ſaith alſo 
in another place, Thou art a 


Prieſt for ever after the order 
of Melchizedek. 


Heb. x. 5, 6. Wherefore 
when be cometh into the world, 
he ſaith, Sacrifice and offering 
thou wouldeſt not, but a body 
haſt thou prepared me: In 
burnt-offerings, and ſacrifices 
for fin thou haſt bad no plea- 
ſure : Then ſaid I, Lo, I come 
(in the volume of the book it is 
written of me) to do thy will, 
| O God. 


Rev. i. 18. Jam he that 
liveth, and was dead; and be- 
bold, I am alive for evermore, 
Amen; and have the keys of 
| hell and of death. 


Rev. ii. 23. J am be which 
ſearcheth the reins and hearts. 


| 


Rev. 
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PSALMS. 
Pf xl. 3. And he hath put 
a new ſong in my mouth, 
even praiſe unto our God. 


Pſ. xlv. 3, 4. Gird thy 
ſword upon thy thigh, O moſt 
mighty : with thy glory and 
thy majeſty. And in thy ma- 
jeſty ride proſperouſly, becauſe 
of truth and meekneſs, and 
righteouſneſs : and thy right 
hand ſhall teach thee terrible 
things. | 


Pſ. xxiii. 1, 2. The Lord 
is my Shepherd, 1 ſhall not 
want. He maketh me to lie 
down in green paſtures : he 
leadeth me beſides the ſtill 
waters. 


Pſ. ii. g. Thou ſhalt break 
them with a rod of iron, thou 
ſhalt daſh them in pieces 
like a potter's veſſel. 


tho. 


| 


| 
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New Teſtament. 


Rev. v. 9. And they ſung a 
new ſong, ſaying, Thou art 
worthy to take the book, and to 
open the ſeals thereof : for thou 
waſt ſlain, and baſt redeemed 


every kindred, and tongue,. and 
people, and nation. 1-09 


Rev. vi. 2. And [ fate, nd 


behold a white horſe; and be 


that ſat on him had a bow, and 
a crown was given unto him, 
and he went forth conquering, 
and to conquer. | 


John x. 11. I am the good 
Shepherd. | 

Rev. vit. 17. For the Lamb 
which is in the midſt of the 
throne, ſhall feed them, and ſhall 
lead them unto living fountains 
of waters: and God ſoall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes; 


Rev. xix. 11, 16. And 1 
ſaw heaven opened, and behold, 
a white horſe , and be that ſat 
upon him, was called faithful 
and true, and in righteouſneſs 
he doth judge and make war, 
His eyes were as a flame of fire, 
and on his head were many 
crowns ;, and he had a name 
written that no man knew. but 
he bimſelf : And he was cloathed 
with a veſture dipt in blood: 
and bis name is called TE 
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PSALMS. | New Teſtament, - 


| worD or GOD. And out of 
his mouth goeth a ſharp ſword, 
I bat with it be ſhould ſmite the 
/ | I nations; and he ſhall rule them il 

| with a red of Iron; and be 
treadeth the wine-preſs of the f 
Ws | fierceneſs and wrath of Almighty 
God. And he hath on his veſ- 

| ture, and on bis thigh a name 

| | written, KinG or KINGS, AND + 
| ws | | LogD or Logbs. | 
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| | * John i. 1, Heb. iv. 12. 


Tnferences. 


1. Tno' the ceremonial law is aboliſhed, *tis by no means 
uſeleſs to us: ?*Tis a ſchool in which we muſt be trained, if 
we deſire to be mighty in the Scriptures. *Tis a copious ſub- | 
ject: The apoſtle Paul, a man juſtly admired for his eloquence, | 
and whom we can't ſuſpect of tautology, perſwaded the Fews 
concerning Jeſus, both out of the law of Moſes and the pro- 


} pbets, from morning till evening, Acts xxviii. 23. We are not 
4 to look upon the chriſtian religion as a new one; ſo far from 
{ that, it is the oldeſt in the world : the faith of the believing 
5 Few under the law, and that of the Chriſtian, are both the 
e ſame : the goſpel was firſt preached to them, Heb. iv. 6. It was 
0 —— to Abrabam, Gal. iti. 8. but our evidence is doub- 
ed; we have firſt the ſhadows, and then the ſubſtance : and the 
1 better we are acquainted with thoſe rituals that ſnadow'd 


„. Chriſt, the brighter we ſhall ſee that glorious Sun of Righteouſ- 
t neſs break forth, and eclipſe thoſe initiating ordinances, which 


i were then to have an end : an end as to the practice of 

(s them, but not to the STupy of them. 

4 

c, 2. Tux greateſt part of the P/alms appear to be prophetic 0 
9 of the Birth, Life, Miracles, Sufferings, Death, Reſurrection, l 
L and Triumphs of the Maſiab; and of the deſtruction of his 1 
1. and our enemies: and they likewiſe afford us the cleareſt proofs || 


ed of his Divinity. All the prophets propheſied of Chriſt, and 
therefore *tis no wonder that David, who was not only a great 
TE prophet, but likewiſe an eminent type of Chriſt, ſhould record | 
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his ations 3 this was his darling theme, and he was richly fur- 
niſhed for it by the Holy Spirit. Abraham ſaw his day, and 
was glad, but David expatiates and particularizes the glories 
of our great Immanuel. The afflictions, perſecutions, and wars 
of David, which reach'd thro? his whole life, paved the way 
for that peace and reſt his ſon Solomon enjoyed; ſo herein, as 
well as in many other particulars, they are both eminently ty- 
pical of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe warfare and ſufferings 
opened the way to his peaceable reign above; who after he had 
conquered his and our enemies, ſat down on the right hand of 
the Majeſty on high. That the P/alms are ſuited to almoſt 
every caſe in the chriſtian life, is evident, and conſequently, to 
the circumſtances of our Lord, when he ſojourned here, who 
Wat in all points tempted like as we are, fin only excepted. This 
book, as well as other parts of Scripture, was his directory, as 
well as ours, he came to fulfil its precepts and prophecies z and 
the Divine Spirit who indited it, and ſeals it to the conſolation 
of believers, was poured on him without meaſure, 'to qualify 
him for. che arduous undertaking. The promiſes, directions, and 
precepts, contained in this book, are not confined to Chriſt, 
except what relate to thoſe actions which none but he could 
eftect, but ſtand on record for the ſupport, guidance, and con- 
ſolation of the Chriſtian, to the end of the world, who is to 
tread in his ſteps. - The Chriſtian here ſees that exact con- 
formity to the Divine will, and that perfect character fo often 
deſcribed in the Pſalms, to which he can make no pretenſions, 
fit well on the holy Feſus ; and will endeavour to imitate him 
as far as he can; but, as he falls very ſhort, he lifts up his eyes 
with wonder and joy, and beholds the completion of the cha- 
racters and prophecies of this book, in the glorious actions of 
his great Lord and Maſter ! and draws this moſt comfortable 
concluſion, viz, —— That the «unſpeakable benefits which ariſe 
thereby, are placed to his account. | 


3. As the law and the prophets, by which are underſtood 
the whole of the old Teftament, are filled with predictions of 
Chriſt, and the greateſt part of the New Teſtament, an account 
of the accompliſhment of them, we may juſtly infer, that 
Chriſt is the ſum and ſubſtance of both. Teſtaments : and there's 
ſuch an affinity between the word of God and Chriſt, that they 
both bear the ſame title, and in a variety of places *tis difficult 
to determine which is more immediately meant. So that the 
various parts of the Bible unite in Chriſt, as ſo many lines 


drawn 
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drawn to a center; and AMS who has a real experience 
of this, muſt needs have ſtrong ground for faith: he has FIRST, 
Ahe witneſs ot the Prophe:s.—StconDLy,—The witneſs of 
the Apoſiles, to the fulfilment of their prophecies in Chr. 
THIRDLY, — The witneſs of the Spirit in his own ſoul, and a 


threefold cord is not quickly broken. The Chriſtian's hope is not 


that of the bypocrite, which ſhall periſh; *tis a hope that enter- 
eth into that within the vail, and 'tis a hope he would nat part 
with ſor ten thouſand worlds, | 


b e ag log 
The Law given by God to Moſes at Mount Sinai, 


appears to be a Renewal of that he had given 
the Patriarchs before: with ſame additional 
Inſtructions. a 


E worthies before the rene wal of the law, are included 

with thoſe under the law, Heb. 11. Their faith was 
the ſame : there never has been ſince the fall but one way to 
heaven; and God has in every age afforded ſuch ſupplies of 
knowledge and grace as his children ſtood in need of. If the 
word of God had not given us an account of their mode of 
worſhip, we could not with reaſon have ſuppoſed that men 
whom God favoured with his converſe, could be unacquaint- 
ed with his /2ws and ſtatutes for upwards of iwo thouſand years, 
but by comparing their religious ſervices, we find them (ſo far 
as they are recorded) exactly tally with the law afterwards 
renewed. 


Obhection. 


« As the moſt important parts of the law were given to the 
& Patriarchs, what need was there of a rene wal? 


An ſcwer. 


Maxx reaſons may be given for the neceſſity of its renewal; 
a few of which are as follow. 


1. Tas great increaſe of the people; whereby God was 
pleas'd to give his laws under ſuch regulations, and with ſuch 
| H 2 | addi- 
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additions, as ſhould ſuit their preſent and future circum- 
ſtances, and be a ſtanding rule for the Jewiſh nation, to the 
coming of the Maſſiab. | 


2. As the children of Vael had been for a great number 
of years in bondage, and did not enjoy the free exerciſe of 
their religion, (at leaſt for that part of the time that they were 
ſeverely oppreſſed ; as appears from what Moſes ſaid to Pha- 
raob, Exod. viii. 26. for their ſacrifices were an abomination to 
the Egyptians: * And had their religion been leſs odious to 
them, we may be well aſſured the Egyptian taſk-maſters would 
not have permitted any avocation from buſineſs :) ?tis there- 
fore no wonder if thro' diſuſe they ſhould forget many parts 
of their own religion. * 


3. Dix ECTIOxs for building the Tabernacle, and appointing 
the ſervice of it; likewiſe appointing cities of refuge. 


4. Fixinc the Prieſthood to the tribe of Levi, and in the 
family of Aaron; and appointing the place of worſhip ; firſt, 
in the Tabernacle, and afterwards in the Temple, at Feruſalem; 
the mount Zion which he loved. Before the renewal of the law 
the firſt-born of every family were prieſts. 


5. IT was then committed to writing, and has thereby, under 
the care of providence, been preſerved thro” all ſucceeding ages. 


Lzr us take notice of a few inſtances, whereby it appears 
that men in the earlieit ages of the world were not unacquaint- 
ed with the divine laws. | | 


iſt, ABEL, we find ſacrificing, and as we afterwards find 
it a divine injunction, we are ſure he did it by divine direction. 
God does not adopt human inventions, and place them in the 
number of his las: ſo far from that, the inventions of men, 
in matters of religion, are exploded through every part of the 
Bible. His ſacrifice was a lamb or kid, a type of the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the fins of the world. And as we find 
Adam's ſon ſacrificing, by divine appointment, it leaves us 
no room to doubt that thoſe beaſts were ſacrificed by Adam, 
the ſkins of which cloathed him. 5 
a. 


n 
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* Hiſtory informs us that the £yptiags paid religious adoration to ſome of 
the beaſts the Maclites uicd in ſacrifice, OT IN 5 . 
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2. Noan, is commanded by God to take a certain num - 
ber of clean and wnclean beaſts and fowwls into the Ark. This 
muſt include a diſtin knowledge of the clean and unclean, and 
likewiſe a comprehenſive one, to reach through ſo great a part 
of the animal creation : And their being denominated clean 
or unclean, muſt be determined, by their being previouſly ap- 
pointed by God either as fit or unfit for food or ſacrifice : *® 
and we find him as ſoon as he came out of the Ark, offering 
of every clean beaſt and fowl in burnt-offering. And as Noab 
was inſtructed in the uſe of ſacrifices, we have the greateſt rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe that he knew the uſe of Incenſe, Salt, &c. as 
they * the ſacrifices; tho? the directions for pre- 

aring the Incenſe is not recorded till after the rene wal of the 
Suit was alſo a preacher of righteouſneſs ; and this muſt 
include a conſiderable acquaintance with the divine laws, as 
well as their Hpirilual fgniſication. F As God favoured the 
Patriarchs with frequent appearances, and revelations, (many 
more I doubt not than we have recorded) we can't ſuppoſe 
but they had many promiſes relating to the Mefteb, beſides the 
firſt. So Enoch's walking with God, includes the knowledge 
and practice of the commandments and ordinances of the Lord; 
and no doubt that eminent Saint was favoured with the ſame 
intimacy with God which other good men enjoyed, though 
there are no appearances to him recorded. 


2. ABRAHAM, a man eminently favoured by God, and 
who is even called his friend, was well acquainted with the di- 
vine laws; or he could not have been qualified for the diſ- 
charge of thoſe important duties which God mentions with 
approbation, viz. For I know him, that he will command bis 
children and bis houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the way 
of the Lord, to do JusTice and JupcMENnT, Gen xviii. 19. 
Both which are very comprehenſive Cuties. We find him 
likewiſe acquainted with the divine inſtitution of tithes, Ger. 
xiv. 20. and ſacrifices, Gen. xxii. 13. ſo that it appears he 
underſtood both the ceremonial and moral law. 


4. 
* 'Tis generally thought that fleſh was not eaten before the food, as com- 


mon food; but tis very probable that part of the ſacrifices were eaten, as we 
afterwards find commanded. 


— — 


+ Noah was by divine commiſſion a faithful preacher of moral righteouſ- 
neſs, repentance and reformation, and of the righteouſneſs which is by faith, 
of which he himſelf was an heir, and a preacher of the righteous judgments 
of God, Dr. Gy/t's Paraph. 2 Pet ii 5. 
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4. Jacos, we find underſtood the uſe of - drink-offerings, 
and the religious ule of oil, Gen. xxxy. 14. Likewiſe the 
law relating to titbes, Gen. xxviii. 22. _ e 


5. Jup An, was acquainted with the law that relates to 
marriages, he commands his ſon. Ozaz to marry his bro- 
ther's wife, in order to raiſe up ſeed to bis brother, Gen, 
XXXViii. 8. 8 | 


So that by collecting the fore-cited places of Scripture, it 
plainly appears the Patriarchs underſtood the ſubſtance of the 
law renewed by Macs; which was afterwards practis'd in a 
more pompous manner, in the Tabernacle and Temple. | 


© Remanrbs. 


1. Tex Hiſtory of the world for the firſt two thouſand five 
hundred years is extremely ſhort : there is nothing ſaid of 
Emnoch's prophecy, Jude xiv. or of Noah's preaching ; 2 Pet. 
ii. 5. and we ſhall find it neceſſary in many other inſtances, 
to conſult that part of the word of God which was written in 
ſucceeding times, in order to form a true judgment of the 
Patriarchal ages. — Their religion appears evidently the ſame 
with that of the true. worſhippers of God in every ſucceeding 
age, to the coming of the Meſſiah. And tho' the ceremonies 
ot it were aboliſhed by Chriſt, the eſſentials of it remain now, 
and ever will, as the foundation of our faith and hope. They 
had the ſame object of worſhip, — The ſame faith, — Abel, 
Abraham, and all good men in every age, had the ſame gra- 
cious habits wrought in their ſouls by the Spirit of God, which 
believers have now, and will all unite in the ſame ſong of 
praiſe above, viz. Thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us ta 


God by thy blood, Rev. v. 9. 


2. Tnar Abel underſtood the ſpiritual meaning and inten- 
tion of his ſacrifice, is evident, from the account the Apoſtle 
gives of it in his epiſtle to the Hebrews,” viz. By faith Abel of- 
ered unto God a more excellent ſacrifice than Cain, Heb. xi. 4. 
And the word of God acquaints us, that faith cometh by bearing, 
and hearing, by the word of God, Rom. x. 17. either imme- 
diately or mediately, ** ſo that faith is founded on ſome word, 
„ and relies on a divine command or promife.” — And here 
we may obſerve the difference between Cain and Abel's offering, 


which ſhews the reaſon of their different reception by God a P 
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uſed in ſacrifices, was a compo- | and likewiſe typified the com- 


| ( 55.) 
and they nearly reſemble the characters given of the Publican 
and Phariſee, Luke xviii. 10—14. Cain brought an offering 


of firſt-fruits in acknowledgement of the bounty of providence, 


but no ſacrifice in acknowledgment of his own ſinfulneſs and 


need of pardon : but Mels offering manifeſtly includes the three 
following particulars, | | 


1. A confeſſion of fin. © 
2. His own inability to atone for it. 


335 His faith in the atonement of Chrift : of which his offering 
was a ſtanding memorial thro? all the Jeb diſpenſation. 


Remark 3. As the ſaints in the early ages of the world had not 
the written Bible, but were taught by God himſelf, in the know- 
ledge of the ſame las afterwards renewed by Meſes, ſo of all other 
men, we can't ſuppoſe theſe ignorant of the true intention of 
them. And tho' the hiſtory of thoſe times is extremely ſhort, 
yet by enumerating the foregoing particulars, we find it ſuffi- 
cient to acquaint us with the following things, viz. That their 
faith was the ſame as ours, and built on the ſame foundation, 
— That they were taught by God himſelf, — That their mode 
of worſhip was the ſame with that continued through the whole 
Fewiſh diſpenſation, — That they have left bright examples, by 
their ſtrong faith and holy walk, and are entered on the poſſeffion 
of that berter country, even the heavenly, and into a city which 
bath foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God, Heb, xi. 10. 
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A brief explanation of ſome of the Jewiſh Sa- 
crifices and Offerings, by comparing them 
with. the Sufterings of Chriſt, recorded in the 
New Teſtament. | NL 


Types. Explanation. 
6 Incensz, a rich perſume © Tus Interceſſion of Chriſt : 


* 


ſition | 
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Types. Explanation. 
fition of various aromaticks, | plicated perfections both in his 
Exog. xxx. 34, 35. | perſon and actions, which 

| make his interceſſion preva- 
lent. | | 
The Burnt-offering. | Taz wrath of God, which 


Chriſt endured. Tho? other 
| offerings, which had part of 
them burnt in the fire, repre- 
ſented the ſoul-ſufferings of 
of Chriſt, as well as this. 


The Sin offering. | Crrisr was made fin for 
us, 2 Cor. v. 21. He appeared 


I to put away ſin, by the ſacrifice 
| of himſelf, Heb. ix. 26. 


The Peace-offering, | CHr1sT made peace through - 


the blood of his croſs, Coloſſ. 
i. 20. 


The Meat, and Drink- of- .. AT; FLESH is meat in- 
ferings. deed, and my BLOOD is drink 
; indeed, John vi. 55. 


The Free-will-offerings. CHRIST offered himſelf 
freely. Lo, I come to do thy 
will, O God, Heb. x. 9. 


The Paſſover, * CHR1sT our paſſover is ſacri- 
ficed for us.“ 1 Cor. v. 7. 


Remarks. 


7. © The facrifice of Chriſt includes in it the virtues and 
e qualities of all the other ſacrifices, with this advantage, 
©. VIZ, 


_ — 


3 The Paſſover was roaſt with fire, to note the ſharp and dreadful 
pains which Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, not only from men, buf from God alſo. 
As the &eſtroying angel paſſed over the houſes marked with the blood of 


the. paſchal lamb, ſo the Wrath of God paſſes over them whoſe ſouls are 
f ed with the blood of Chrif.” , 


„„ 96, BK. 
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& vir. that it contains the ſubſtance of what they were the 
& ſhadows.” We .are informed, Gen. viii. 20, 21. that 


Noah offered burnt-offerings, and the Lord ſmelled a fweet' ſa- 
vour : and though this expreſſion is very often uſed, tis never 
annexed to any but the burn-offering, or ſome other offering, 
that had part of it burnt upon the altar of þurzt-offering, with 


O, Incenſe, Salt, &c. and is called an efferinz made by fire 


of a ſweet ſavour unto the Lord. Lev. iii. 5. There are ſeve- 
ral things forbid to be burnt on the altar, and among the reſt 
is Cain's offering, viz. The firſt-fruits. As for the oblation of 
the firſt-fruits, ye ſhall offer them unto the Lord: but they ſhall 
not be burnt on the altar for a ſweet favour, Lev. ii. 12. The 
uſage of this expreſſion under the law, leads us to ſee the 
beauty and propriety of the ſame expreſſion in the New Teſta- 
ment, viz. Valk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and hath 
given himſelf for us, an offering, and a ſacrifice to God for a ſeeet- 
ſmelling ſavour, Eph. v. 2. | 88 


2. Tur Bullock and Goat for the fin-offering, whoſe blood 
was brought into the Holieſt of all, on the great anniverſary 
day of atonement, were burnt without the camp. Wherefore 
Jeſus alſo, that he might ſandtiſy the people with his own blood, 
ſuffered without the Gate, Heb. xiii, 11, 12. Burning the beaſts 
afford us a lively emblem of the ſoul- ſufferings of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, The wrath of God, which is frequently repreſented by 
fire, entered deep into his foul, when he cried upon the croſs, 


My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? Tis worthy ob- 


ſervation, that oi! and frankimcen/e were forbid to be uſed both 
in the /in-offering, and jealouſy-offering, Lev. v. 11, Numb v. 
15. and one is explained by the other, viz. bringing iniquity to 
remembrance : plainiy intimating, that there was no mercy, 
benignity, &c. (of which oi is an emblem) extended towards 
our Lord when he was made an offering for fin. Neither his 
various perfections (repreſented by frankincenſe) were to be re- 
garded, ſo as to alleviare his ſufferings, when he paid the full 
price of our redemption, and drank even the dregs of the bitter 
cup of his Father's wrath. 


3. INCcENSE, by which is repreſented the [nterceſſion of 


Chriſt, is never ſaid to be a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour, unleis where 


it is joined to a ſacrifice or offering made by fire, and then the 
whole of the offering, | 
the incenle which was carried into the Holy if Hltes, was burnt 


With 


incenſe included, is laid to be ſo: and 
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with the fire taken off the altar of burnt-offering : which plainly” 


intimates, that the Interceſſion of Chriſt, without his ſacrifice, 
would not have been effectual; but both together, make his 


offering a ſweet ſmelling ſavour unto God,—— How vain then, 
are the hopes of thoſe deluded creatures, who leave out the 
atonement of Chriſt, and expect to find acceptance with God, 
from ſomething done by themſelves; when, even the Inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt could not be prevalent with God for us, with- 
out full ſatisfaction firſt given to divine Juſtice. 


4. Wx may in ſome meaſure judge of the heinous nature of 
fn, by the bitter ſufferings Chriſt endured to expiate it. How 
dreadful then is the condition of thoſe who make a mock at 
it, or think it ſo trifling that God will eaſily overlook it, and 
are unconcerned about the confequences of it! Not conſider- 


ing, that the wicked ſhall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 


which is poured out without mixture, into the cup of his indig- 
nation; and ſhall be tormented with fire and brimſtone, in the 
preſence of the holy angels and in the preſence of the Lamb, Rev. 
xiv. 10. Oh! Kiſs the Son, leſt be be angry, and ye periſh from 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little: BLESSED are 
ALL THEY THAT PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM! Pf. ii. 12. 


P 


A few Inſtances wherein the Prophecy in Deut. 
xviii. 15. was fulfilled, viz. The Lord thy 
God will raiſe up unto thee a Prophet from 
the midſt of thee, of thy brethren, like 


unto me, 


MOSES. EO CHRIST 
<« The deliverer from Eypt, | * The deliverer from in 
Exod. iii. 10. and Satan's bondage, Heb. ii. 
Id, 13. 


The man Moſes was very I am meek and lowly in 
meek, above all men which | heart, Matt. xi. 29. 
were upon the face of the | 
earth, Numb. xii. 3. 


. He- 
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MOSES. 


- Pharaoh ſought the life of 
Moſes. Exod. ii. 15. | 


Moſes fled from Egypt. 


Moſes refuſed to be called 
the Son of Pharaoh's daughter, 
and have the kingdom on con- 
dition of being an Idolater ; 
cauſing the reproach for Chriſt, 
Heb. xi. 24, 25. | 


Moſes inſtituted the Paſſover, 
a type of the enſuing Deliver- 
er and deliverance, Exod. xii. 3. 


Moſes's typical deliverance 
produced a new Æra, Exod. 
xii. 2, | 


Moſes gave Manna, the ty- 
pical bread, Exod. xvi. 4. 


Moſes gave water out of the 
rock, Num, xx. 11. 


Moſes faſted forty days in 
the Mount, Exod. xxxiv. 28. 


When Moſes came down 
from the Mount, the ſkin of his 
tace ſhone, Exod. xxxiv. 35. 


Moſes was born and ſent at 
a time when the Church was in 
ſlavery to Heathens, and in 
great danger of being ſeduced 
by their falſe worſhip. 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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CHRIST. 


Herod the life of Chriſt, 
Matt. 11. 16. | 


Chriſt to Egypt, Matt. ii. 1 3. 


Chriſt refuſed all the king- 
doms of the world, chooſing 
the glory that was before him, 
Matt. iv. 8, 9. Heb. xii. 2. 


Chriſt inſtituted his holy 
ſupper, a memorial of the real 
deliverance, Matt. xxvi. 26. 


So did Chriſt's real deli ver- 
ance. 


Cbriſt gave the true bread. 
John vi. 58. 


Chriſt gives the water of 
life, John iv. 14. 


Chriſt faſted forty days in 
the wilderneſs, Luke iv. 2, 


When Chriſt was transfigur- 
ed, his face ſhone as the Sun, 
Matt. xvii. 2. . 


Chriſt came when the Jews 
were under the Roman yoke, 
and were greatly ſunk into er- 
ror and wickedneſs, 


Chriſt 
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MORE | CHEFS. 


. Moſes had aron to intro- j Chriſt had Jobn to ufher 
duce him, Exod, iv. 16, him, Matt. ili. 3. 


Moſes worked miracles be- | So did Chriſt before the 
fore the Iſraelites and Egypti- | Fews and Romans. 
aus, as a proof of his divine ; 
million. | 


The people ſometimes ble{- | Such was the behaviour of 


ſed, and ſometimes were ready the people towards Chriſt. 
to ſtone Moſes. 


Moſes was an Interceſſor, in Chriſt is our Interceſſor. 
behalf of the children of 1ſraet. | | 


Miſes conducted the chil- Chriſt conducts his people 
d ren of Jrael thro the wilder- | thro? the wilderneſs, and brings 
nels, to the borcers of Canaan, | them ſafe to the heavenly Ca- 
Deut. xxix. 5. naan, Iſai. lv. 4. Pſ. Ixxiii. 


93 


24. 


Mosr of the eminent /aints and propheis under the Old Teſta- 
ment were types of Chriſt, but Moſes appears to have been 
the moſt eminent figure of Chriſt that ever was, — In the dan- 
ger that attended bis infancy, — In the ſpecial care that God 
took of him, —In his excellent qualifications, — In the divine 


authority of his office and laws, In his miraculous way of con- 


firming them, and in the intimacy of his acquaintance with 
God.” Dr. Guyſe's Paraph. Acts vii. 22. 
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A few Paſſages collected from the Scriptures, 
which illuftriouſly diſplay the Divinity of Chriſt. 


E XO D. xix, 2, 3. Iſrael camped before the mount, 
and Moſes went up unto G O D. 


Exod. xxxiv. 1, 2,—5. And the Lo p ſaid unto 
Moſes, hew thee two tables of ſtone, &c. and beready 
in the morning, and come up in the morning unto 
mount Sinai, and preſent thylelt there to me, in the 
top of the mount. And the Loxp deſcended in the 
cloud, and ſtood with him there, and proclaimed the 
name of the Lokp. 


* Exed. xxxiii. 11. And the Lorp ſpake unto Moſes 
face to face, as a man ſpeaketh unto his friend, 


Exed. xix. 11. For the third day the Logp will 
come down in the fight of all the people upon mount 
Sinai. | | | 


Exod. xxiv. 9, 10. Then went up Moſes and Aaron, 
Nadab and Abihu, and ſeventy of the elders of Iſrael. 
And they ſaw the Gop of ISRAEL. | 


Neh. ix. 5, —13. Stand up, and bleſs the Lorn 
your Gop for ever and ever; and bleſſed be thy glo- 
rious name, which is exalted above all bleſſing and 
praiſe. Thou even thou art Loxp alone, thou haſt 
made heaven, the heaven of heavens with all their 
hoſt, the earth, and ail therein, the ſeas, and all there- 
in, and thou preſerveſt them all, and the hoſt of hea- 
ven worſhippeth thee, Thou art the Loxp the Gop, 
that didſt chooſe Abram, and broughteſt him forth 
out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gaveſt him the name 
of Abraham: And ſhewedſt ſigns and wonders upon 
Pharaoh, And thou did(t divide the ſea before them. 
Moreover, thou leddeſt them in the day by a cloudy 
pillar, and in the night by a pillar of fire. Thou cameſt 
down alſo upon mount Sinai, and ſpakeſt with them 
from heaven. _ 
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Exod. iii. 2, — 6. And the Ax EL of the! a; 
Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out | SQ * — 
of the midſt of a buſh. And when the Lord INN 8 
ſaw that he turned aſide to ſee, Gop called unto * a 
him out of the midſt of the buſh, and ſaid, Moſes, ] & Q J Dr 
Moſes, And he ſaid, here am 1. And he faid, | 2 IP) 
draw not nigh hither : put off thy ſhoes from off | E. | I 
thy feet, for the place where thou ſtandeſt is holy 9 9 8 I'D 
ground. Moreover he ſaid, I am the God of thy | ® ST dh 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, 8 — 
and the God of Jacob. And Moſes hid his face : | e 5 
for he was afraid to look upon God. | — — 

TIE 
Mark xii. 26. Have ye not read in the book N I 
of Moſes, how in the buſh God ſpake unto him.] F &. 


Gen. xvii. 1, — 3. And when Abram was ninety years old 
and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and ſaid unto him, I 
am THE ALMIGHTY GOD; walk before me, and be thou per- 
fect. And Abram fell on his face, and Gop talked with him. 


Gen. xii. 7. _ the Lord appeared unto Abram, and ſaid, 
unto thy ſeed will I give this land. | ; 


Gen. xxvi. 2. And Iſaac went unto Abimelech king of the 
Philiſtines, unto Gerar. And the Lord appeared unto him. 


Gen. xxxv. 1. And God ſaid unto Jacob, ariſe, go up to 
Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, 
that appeared unto thee when thou fleddeſt from the face of 


Eſau thy brother. 


Gen. xxxv. 9,—11. And God appeared unto Jacob again, 
when he came out of Padan-aram ; and bleſſed him. And God 
ſaid unto him, I am Gop ALMIOHTY, &c. | 


Hof. %ii. 4, 5. Yea, he had power over the Ax EL, and 
evailed : he wept and made ſupplication unto him : he found 
him in Bethel, and there he ſpake with us. Even the Loxp 

Gop of nosTs, the Lord 7s his memorial. 
| Jai. 


— * * 1 — — * - — * 


* Exod. ili. 15. Neh. ix. 6. 


1631 
fai. ix. 6. For unto us a Child is born, unto us a San is 
given, and the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder : and 
his name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, The MicaTy 
Gop, The everlaſting Father, the Prince of peace. 


Judges xiii. 17,22. And Manoah ſaid unto D 
the Angel of the Lord, what is thy name? 283 
And the Angel of the Lord ſaid unto him, why 8 S. 
aſkeſt thou thus after my name, ſeeing it 15 es. 
ſecret, or wonderful? 80 Manoah took a 28 
kid, with a meat-offering, and offered it upon A 

a rock unto the Lord: and the Angel did W 
wonderouſly, and Manoah and his wife looked 2 


"Ip" 
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on. For it came to paſs, when the flame went 
up toward heaven from off the altar, that the | 
Angel of the Lord aſcended in the flame of the 
altar: And Manoah and his wife looked on, 
and fell with their faces to the ground. And 
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Manoah ſaid unto his wife, we ſhall ſurely die, 1 8 
becauſe we have ſeen Gop. | IJ 
: N 

— 2 w 


Ir is evident the Angel before mentioned is a divine Per- 
ſon, he's expreſly call'd JEHOVAEH in the original, in every 
place above mentioned where the word Lox p is uſed; which is 
an incommunicable name of God, Pſ. Ixxxiii. 18. * And that 
the appearances of God under the Old Teſtament diſpenſation, 
was God the Son, a variety of Scriptures abundantly teſtify. 


Tung are ſeveral other appearances of Chrift in the form 
of our nature, recorded, beſides thoſe already taken notice of, 
viz, Gen. xxxii. 24 — 30. And Jacob was left alone: and 
there wreſtled a man with him, until the breaking of the day. 
And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel : for I have ſeen 
God face to face. | 


Gen. Xviit. 2. 
Joſh. v. 13. 
Dan. iii. 25. 
Judg. xii. 10, 11. 
We 
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> Tat. ix. 6. * Likewiſe, Jai. xlv. 5, 6. where the word tranſlated 
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Lord, is Jebowah, 
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We are informed by thoſe verſes quoted from Nebeniiab, 
that it was the ſame Divine Per/on, who deſcended on mount 


Sinai, which led the children of Iſrael through the wilderneſs ; 
and this evidently appears to be the Lord Zeſus Chriſt, and opens 
arich diſplay of ſuch glorious works, which none but Almighty 
power could effect. The Pſalmiſt elegantly deſcribes it, Pf. 
Ixviii. 7, 8. O God, when thou wenteſt forth before thy people, 


when thou didſt march through the wilderneſs. Selah. The eatth 
ſhook, the heavens alſo dropped at the preſence of God: even 


Sinai itſelf was moved at the preſence of God, the GOD of 
ISRAEL. And P/. lxxviii. 12, &c. 


Tux New Teſtament likewiſe abounds with proofs of the 


Divinity of Chriſt ; a few of which, you have in the following 
parts of it : * 


John i. 1. 
chap. x. 30. 
Fi. . 11. | 


Phil. ii. 6. 


| | Heb, i. 3—8. 

1 John, v. 7. 

Rom. 1X. 5. X 
Coloſſ. i. 16, 17. 
„ 


Inference. 


Tur cloſer we examine the Scriptures, the ſtronger we ſhall 


behold the condeſcenſion and love of our great Redeemer. A 
few inſtances of it we have in the foregoing Scriptures; and 
tho? we are not favoured with the appearances of Chriſt now, 
which the Old Teſtament ſaints enjoyed, nor with his bodily 
preſence, which his diſciples and others enjoyed in the days of 
his fleſh, (nor indeed need it, as we have a perfect revelation 
of God's will) yet, he is with his people to the end of the 
world; (I will pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever, John xiv, 16.) 
and has in every age afforded ſuch ſupplies, as were beſt ſuited 
to the wants of his children ; to ſtrengthen their faith, and car- 
ry on the divine work in their fouls. The love of Chriſt is the 
foundation of all true religion: We love him, becauſe he firſt 
loved us, 1 John, iv. 19. This love lets all the ſprings of the 
ſoul in motion ; and he who has felt the conſtraints of it, is 
well convinced that the chriſtian religion is not lifeleſs, ſpecu- 


lative, and imaginary ; but quickning, transforming, and real: 


and the ſame motives that produce his gratitude, love, and 
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bbedlience, will prevent his giving way to ſin.— Uythanlfful- 
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neſs. and unholineſs go together. Tis certain he has not an equal 
ſenſe of this love at all times, in this imperfect ſtate; though 
tis immutable on God's part. A thouſand avocations and 
ſnares, interrupt, and often entangle his ſoul : but at times 
he's diſengaged from almoſt every fetter, and this love is 
again ſhed abroad in bis heart by the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. v. 5. 
he again beholds his glorious Redeemer, as the chief among ten 
thouſand, and altogether lovely. Love is ſtrong as death : 
tis this overcomes all difficulties, and makes hard things eaſy : 
If a man can be brought even to lay down his life for another, 
Love is the motive; and when it is divine, *tis the ſpring of 
all true goodneſs ; and the- more we have of it, the nearer 
we reſemble the glorious Author of our being: God 7s love, 
1 John, iv. 16—— A religion that is not animated by the love 
of Chriſt, will neither honour God, nor profit the ſoul. *Tis this 
ſoftens our hard hearts, checks the force of ſin, —ſtops the 
progreſs of unbeliet,— counterworks the enemy of ſouls, and 
reduces rebels to obedience. The love of Chriſt is the delight- 
ful theme of the chriſtian now, and when his capacity of receiv- 
ing ſhall be enlarged, this dove ſhall keep pace with it; its 
Fountain is eternal, and can never be exhauſted. 5 


s r e 
A View of ſome inanimate Things, by which 
Chriſt is repreſented. in Scripture. 

BREAD 


you N vi. 35, 58. I am the Bread of life. He that eateth 
of this Bread, ſhall live for ever. 


ROCK, 


4 Ixii. 1, 2. My foul waiteth upon God; he only is my 
rock. | 
Pf. xviii. 2, 31. The Lord is my Rock, and my fortreſs, 
and my deliverer. For who is God, ſave the Lord ? or wao 
75 a Rock, $avE OUR Gop ? | 57S 
I Cor. x. 4. They drank of that ſpiritual Rock that fol- 
lowed them, and that Rock was Chriſt, n 
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Matt. vii. 24. Therefore whoſoever heareth theſe ſayings 


which built his houſe upon a Rock. 


V' I-N E. 


Fohn xv. 1, 4, 5. 1 am the true Vine, and my Father 1s 
the huſbandman. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of 1TSELF, except it abide in the Vine : no 
more can ye, except ye abide in ME. I am the Vine, ye are 
the branches : He that abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame 
bringeth forth much fruit: Fox wiTHoUT ME YE CAN DO 
NOTHING, 


TREE. 


"=D ii. 9. The Tree of life alſo in the midſt of the garden. 

Rev. ii. 7. To him that overcometh will I give to eat of 
the Tree of Life, which is in the midſt of the paradiſe of God. 

Rev, xxii. 1, 2. And he ſhewed me a pure river of water 
of life, clear as cryſtal, proceeding out of the throne of God, 
and of the Lamb. In the midſt of the ſtreet of it, and of 
either ſide of the river, was there the Tree of life, which bare 
twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: 
and the leaves of the Tree were for the healing of the nations. 


FO. U NTA I N. 


Zecb. xiii. x. In that day there ſhall be a Fountain opened 
to the houſe of David, and to the inhabitants of Feruſalem, for 
ſin, and for unvlenachs. 

P/. xxxvi. 9. For with thee ig the Fountain of Life. 

Rev. xxi. 6. I am ALeHa and Owmtca *, the beginning 
and the end : I will give unto him that is a-thirſt, of the Foun- 
rain of the water of life freely. 

Jobn vii. 37. If any man thirſt, let him come unto Me, 
and drink, 

DO OR. 


Jobn x. 9, I am the Door: by me if any man enter in, he 
ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall go in and our, and find paſture. 
| . 


Jobn xiv. 6. I am the Way, and the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father but by me. 


— — — — ———— — | — LS 
| * Compare'it with Iſai. Ixiv. 6. 


* mine, and doth them, I will liken him unto a wiſe man 


Heb. 
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| Hieb. ix. 8. The Holy Ghoſt this ſignifying, that the Way 
into the holieſt of all, was not yet MADE ManiresT T while 
as the firſt tabernacle was yet ſtanding. | 
Heb. x. 20 Having, therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter | 
into the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, by a new and LIVIxO | 


Way, which he hath conſecrated for us, thro' the vail, that is 
to ſay, his fleſh. 5 


Eſ. cxviii. 22. The Stone which the builders refuſed is 
become the head Stone of the corner. | 


J 

| | 
CORNERSTONE. 
| 


Jai. xxviii. 16. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, Be- | 
hold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a ſtone, a TRIED SroxR, | 
a precious Corner-ſtone, a SURE FOUNDATION. | 
Eph. ii. 20. Andare built upon the foundation of the apoſtles 
| and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner- 


ſtone. 
E EM Þ££. 


John 11. 19, 21. Deſtroy this Temple, and in three days I 
will raiſe it up. But he ſpake of the Temple of his body.“ 


SUN. 
Pſ. Ixxxiv. 11. For the Lord God is a Sun and ſhield: - 
the Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk uprightly. 


Mal. iv. 2. Unto you that fear my name, ſhall the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs ariſe with healing in his wings. 


Inferences. 


We can't collect the characters in nature by which Chrift is 
repreſented, from any part of the Bible, but they afford us 
bright diſplays of his Divine Peter, Goodneſs and Love; and 
he has accommodated himſelf in the moſt familiar manner to 
our underſtandings. The better we are acquainted with their 
properties, the more enlarged will be our pleaſure, when the 
Divine Spirit applies any of their titles, as ſuited. to our parti- 

K 2 cular 
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+ 1 Tim. iii. 15. 

The Tabernacle and Temple were both of the ſame uſe and ſignificaney, 
and were both typical of wy 3 human nature, Heb, viii. 2. The Divinity 
dwelt emblematically in the Tabernacle, and afterwards in the Temple; bit 
really in Chriſt, For in him delieth all the fulneſi of the Godbead bodiiy, 

Coloſſ. ii. 9. . | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


cular wants, However an harmonious diſpoſition of words may 
pleaſe the ear, if they are not annexed with ſuitable Ideas, the 
pleaſure is only tranſient z *tis theſe alone are likely to mend the 
heart, becauſe they leave an Image on the mind. Tis the me- 
thod Divine Wiſdom has taken to inſtruct us, and is the only 
medium of conveying knowledge in our preſent embodied ſtate. 


8 E | 

A few Obſervations on the latter Part of Wai. 
Xxxi. 1. They look not unto the holy One 
of Iſrael. Yhich Words, tho few, acquaint 
22s with the true cauſe of the Miſcarriages of 

. Mankind, from firſt to laft : and is exempli- 
fied in Two Particulars : I. In Adam. II. In 
his Poſterity. Likewiſe the contrary Gharac- 

ter of the Chriſtian, 


Obſervation 1, 


GROW ING improvement. in knowledge and Grace is 
the perfection of the chriſtian ſtate below, and would 
(in all probability) have been the perfection of innocent na- 
ture, iſ man had not fell. Though at the believers entrance 
into the heavenly world he'll be entirely happy, yet, tis very 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe that his knowledge and joys will be in- 
creaſing, even there.——The three firſt chapters of Geneſis in- 
form us, that God converſed with Adam in paradiſe, in order 
to his inſtruction ; and the ſame that makes up the-happineſs 
of the future ſtate, viz. An intimacy with, and enjoyment. of 
the bleſſed God, would, as often as man had been favoured 
with it here, have added the higheſt reliſh to his other enjoy- 
ments, and better prepared him for the world above. — We 
quite miſtake the deſign of our creation, if we ſuppoſe that 
aiter God had created man, he gave him a certain proportion 
of knowledge, that his intercourſe with heaven was then to be 
ſhut up, and was to receive no farther communications or in- 
ſtructions from his Maker, and that the nobleſt pleaſures he 
was to enjoy here, were merely contemplation and reflection on 
the works of creation, and fo to deduce principles from them 
for the rule of his actions. Tho' theſe, A 4 we have been ac- 


quainted - 
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wainted with their true difign, may afford us many- uſeful Icf- be 


ons, yet Adam ſtood in need of, and really had, a much bet- 
ter inſtructor than the meer light of nature. Man was form'd 
by God for the participation of much higher privileges and ho- 
nours, even the enjoyment of himſelf here, and hereafter ; and 
was frequently favour'd in converſe with him: His delights 
were with the ſons of men: Prov. viii. 31. and by his endearing 
communications of knowledge and grace, (had man continued. 
innocent) would have ripened him for a more near and inti- 
mate enjoyment of him; and (tis moſt likely) would have 
tranſlated him to that world, where he diſplays his brighteft 
glories. But he liſtned to the deceiver, wanted to be Inve- 
PENDENT, and inſtead of looking up for divine protection, threw 
himſelf out of it, and turn'd rebel: Pride, enmity againſt 
God, &c. were the immediate conſequences of ir, and as a 
proof that this was the caſe, not only the word of God, but our 
own hearts anſwer as face to face in a glaſs. 


2. Trar mankind ever ſince the fall have trod in the ſteps 
of their father Adam, and like bim miſcarry, becauſe they 
LOOK NOT UNTO THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, for divine aids ; 
(without which, *tis impoſſible, either to ſet out right, or per- 
ſevere in religion) but voluntarily enter into the ſervice of „n 
and Satan. They, inſtead of locking to God, turn their backs 
upon him, inſtead of going to God, run from him, and that 
this is the practice of mankind before converſion, the word of 
God and our own experiences teſtify. 

AnD ſince this is the caſe, how ſhould it be poſſible for a 
ſoul ſurrounded with ignorance, beſet with dangers, and expos'd 
to every temptation, to get ſafely thro* the mazes, difficulties, 
and ſnares of life, without ſome unerring hand to guide it, and 
ſome kind and powerful hand to ſupport it. 


3. Tae contrary of the foregoing charge eminently appears 
in the chriſtian; for as ſoon as God gives an effectual turn to 
the heart, the intercourſe is again opened between God and the 
believing foul ; and he as naturally looks up to his heavenly Fa- 
ther, for guidance, ſupport, &c. as children do to their natu- 
ral fathers z and they are ſo ſenſible of their own ignorance and 
weakneſs, that they deſire not to go a ſtep without his direc- 
tion. They know the neceſſity of continual aids from above, 
in order to maintain the divine life in their ſouls, and make 
them fruitful ; and ſo far from wanting to be independent, = 
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dread the thoughts of it; as they well know their ſecurity a- 

midſt the many temptations and ſnares they are expoſed to, 
depends on the Divine protection. How would the believer's 
happineſs be decreaſed, if God was to give him ſuch a ſuffi- 
cient ſtock of grace, &c. at once, as ſhould be able to conduct 
him thro? life, and even aſſure him of his ſafe arrival to hea- 
ven; and then ſay to him, I will for the future diſpenſe 
e with thine attendance : the good man would not be able to | 
<& bear ſuch a diſmiſſion. But, God is as wiſe and good | 
in the management of this, as in all his other diſpenſations: 
And herein is ſhewn amazing condeſcenſion and kindneſs, that 
we are permitted at all times to come to a Throne of grace. 
Here the burthened ſoul finds relief, and the wounded ſoul 
gets healing. Lord, does the believer often ſay, fis indeed 


« good for me to draw near unto thee. What is my great final 

g | 7 8 I 

« hope, but to dwell in a ſtate of everlaſting nearneſs? In the : 

<« mean time, the nearer I am to thee, the more of heaven is ; 

6e brought down to earth; the more I enjoy of thee, the more 1 

« do enjoy myſelf, and reliſh my being. I make my viſits 5 

<* to thy throne, not merely to pay a homage which thou }| 7; 

e requireſt, but to ſeek an entertainment which I prefer to any 7 
other.“ And as the chriſtian is in part renewed in every ſ 

faculty of his ſoul, and approaches in ſome ſmall degree to that #2 

| 888 in which man was at firſt created, (tho* he'll never 00 
| ully attain it in the preſent life,) ſo, what makes up the hap- p 
| pineſs of the chriſtian, gives us an Idea of what mult have been th 
3 the happineſs of man in innocence, which, (as I before ob- 
| . ce 
| ſerved) was an intercourſe and communion with the bleſſed 8 
| God, continual dependance on him, conformity to him, and a m 
| growing te 
| e * * . W 
| * INDEPENDENCY would be our inevitable ruin, tho? tis what vain man is I ſh 
| ſo fond of. Tis to God we are and muſt be indebted, for every natural as D 
well as ſpiritual endowment. Dis he that teacheth man knowledge, Pſ. xciv. * 


10. Even the huſ andman his God doth inſtruct him to diſcretion, and doth teach 

Bim, Iſai xxviii. 26. He giveth wviſdom unto the wiſe, and knowledge to them 

that know underſianding. Dan. ii. 21. Both riches and honour come of him, 

mY 1 Chron. 29. 12. What have we that we have not received ? and if we have 

| received it, let us not glory as i/ abe had not received it, 1 Cor. iv. 7. How 

1 ſhould the conſideration of this curb our pride, and teach us to reſolve all 

F that's valuable in us, or about us, into Ge good pleaſure of God; and as 

conſtant ſupplies of every kind are neceſſary for our well-being, ſhould teach 

us to look up to the author and diſpenſer of them, for ſuch proportions as he 

knows are beſt for us: and we ſhould not only remain ſatisfied with the al- 
lotments of providence, but rejoice in them: And if we can ſee the divine 
hand in the diſtribution of our-bleſlings, this will be an ingredient which will 

ald the higheſt reliſh to them. | | 


. 
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growing acquaintance with divine and ſpiritual things. When 
theſe loſe the ſenſible manifeſtations of God's preſence, it robs 
them of their joy, they lament it, and earneſtly defire its re- 
turn, as *tis impoſſible for them to be happy without it. Tho? 
the Sun is every day in the firmament, yet, when clouds inter- 
cept it, its enlivening beams are loſt to us; ſo it fares with 
the chriſtian, when clouds and darkneſs intervene between him 
and his God, he's uncomfortable, and afraid of every ſur 
rounding danger. 1 


CONCLUSION. | | 


As the Bible contains thoſe things which are of the laſt im- 
portance to us, how diligent and attentive ſhould we be in the 
peruſal of it! Let us imitate the conduct, and ſo merit the 
character of the Bereans, who ſearched the Scriptures daily, | 

. Acts xvii. 11. *Tis a book the Divine Author has calcu- 4 
lated for the benefit of all, from the loweſt to the higheſt ge- | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


nius ; and one would imagine that a book which contains a 
Divine Revelation, ſhould excite our deſire to be acquainted 
with its contents: none can read it without being wiſer, but 
ſome read it, and are little better, becauſe its contents do not 
reach the heart: If you expect any real advantage from ſacred 
truths, you muſt beg of God to make them your own, by a 
perſonal experience. I have collected a few paſſages from 
the Sacred Volume, that ſuit the chriſtian in various circumſtan- | 
ces, and directed you where to find them; turn to your Bibles, 1 
and read them in their connection. Thoſe of you who have | 
not the help of a concordance, will find great advantage by at- _ 
tending to the margin of your Bibles, comparing ſpiritual things | | 
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with ſpiritual : and if our delight is in the law of the Lord, we 
is  } ſhall meditate therein, with growing improvement. May the 


Divine Spirit, who teacheth to profit, open our underſtandings 10 
<> | underſtand the Scriptures ! 4 
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